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August 23, 2026 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Entrance Hymn How Firm a Foundation      #507 

 
+ Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 

+ Kyrie  (Luke 17:13) 
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+Hymn of Praise Glory to God Luke 2:14, John 1:29 & Rev. 15:4 
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+ Prayer of the Day 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. . .O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we 
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the 
body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 

1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 
  you who seek the Lඈඋൽ. 
 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 
  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
 2 Look to Abraham your father 
  and to Sarah, who bore you, 
 for he was but one when I called him, 
  but I blessed him and made him many. 
 3 For the Lඈඋൽ will comfort Zion; 
  he will comfort all her waste places 
 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 
  her desert like the garden of the Lඈඋൽ; 
 joy and gladness will be found in her, 
  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
 4 Listen to me, my people, 
  and give heed to me, my nation, 
 for a teaching will go out from me 
  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 
 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 
  my salvation has gone out, 
  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
 the coastlands wait for me, 
  and for my arm they hope. 
 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 
  and look at the earth beneath, 
 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 
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  the earth will wear out like a garment, 
  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 
 but my salvation will be forever, 
  and my deliverance will never be ended.  

 
Second Reading: Romans 12:1-8 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, 
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be 
transformed by the renewing of the mind, so that you may discern what is the will 
of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of 
yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4 For as in one body 
we have many members and not all the members have the same function, 5 so we, 
who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. 6 We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, 
in proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the 
encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 
+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

+ The Gospel:  Matthew 16:13-20 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 16th chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 
say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
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on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was 
the Messiah.  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon Shaped for God’s Purpose Pastor Jordan 

 
Silence For Reflection 
 
Hymn of the Day Built on a Rock #365 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
P Let us pray. 
 
P With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

P God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen 
and encourage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly 
proclaim your word of life to all the world. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and 

wilderness—all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation (local 
areas of ecological concern may be named). Teach us to be wise stewards of 
all you have made. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations 

experiencing war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster (especially). Guide 
the work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among 

all who struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental 
illness, that they know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this 
day (especially). Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied 

gifts and talents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship 
that all may be united as the body of Christ. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died 
in the hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at 
your eternal banquet. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
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P Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 
ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C Amen. 
 
+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 
 
Offering 
 
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

+ The Prayer 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ 
our Lord; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his 
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with 
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven,  we praise your  name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
                         Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer       Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
 
+ The Benediction          Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 +In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn Be Thou My Vision #776 
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader Vivian Riffel 
Greeter  
Acolytes  
Altar Committee Debbie & Jerry Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  . 
Grape juice is offered as an alternative to wine for those who wish it. 
Young children who have not yet gone through Preparation for 
Communion may be brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism: 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and 
shed for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz, 
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Bill Murphy, Linda 
Martin, Melaine Hawk, Nicholas Young, Rod Schneider, Brenda Moore, 
Ken Staker, Greg Piguet, Mary McQuay, Chris Parish, Tom Bussler, 
Kendra Hughes, Jeff Dettwiller, Luke White, Jack Clevenger, Bob Rase, 
Glenn Rase, Jim Webb, Leah Willis, Dennis Klaiber, Cheryl Crank, Judy 
Buknis, Shanna Garrett, Belford Sexson, Linda Sexson, Derrick Gleim, 
Dorrita Gleim, Mackenzie Gleim, Owen Wilburn,Wendi Waugh, Carol 
Easter,  Congregation of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, 
the  members of our armed forces, and those we hold privately in our 
hearts. 

 

BLANKET PROJECT GROUP  meets Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30 during worship Healing Service.   

 

JOIN PASTOR TIM  for Coffee Hour on September 12 at 10:30 a.m. at 
Adam’s Flying Pig. This coffee hour will be a weekly occurrence. 

 
YOUTH NIGHT Thursday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m.  All youth and their 

friends are invited to join in for an evening of fun, fellowship, and lite 
dinner! 

 

 
 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
BIRTHDAYS: Kamryn Sparks, Barry Gleim, Erika Riffe, Sadie Tieman, Jane 

Bussler, Cathy Gleim 

BAPTISMS:  Jayden Neal, Kailyn Neal, Mason Neal, Peyton Neal,  Arabella 
Ruggles, Sue Williams 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Thirteenth of Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 
 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 
Next Sunday—Fourteenth Sunday of Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Healing Service  

 
 
 

Attendance 
2026 Average 65 
2025 Average 64 

 
 
 

Serving Next Sunday, August 30 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader  
Greeter  
Acolytes  
Altar Committee Debbie & Jerry Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 
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Coming Events 
 

Tuesday, August 25 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Thursday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m. Youth Night 
 

Sunday, August 30 during worship Healing Service 
 

Tuesday, September 1 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Tuesday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Saturday, September 12 at 10:30 a.m. Coffee Hour with Pastor Tim 
at Adam’s Flying Pig 

 

Tuesday, September 15 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Sunday, September 20 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Tuesday, September 22 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Saturday, September at 4:30 p.m. Yard Games at St. John 
 

Tuesday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m.  Blanket Project 
 

Saturday, October 17 Fall Festival 
 

Sunday, October 18  at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Friday, November 13 at 6:00 p.m. Game Night 
 

Sunday, November 15 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, December 20 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 
Followed by caroling 

 
Tuesday, August 25 

10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Youth Night 
Thursday, August 27 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, August 30 

During worship 
Healing Service 

 
Saturday, September 12 

Coffee Hour at 10:30 a.m. 
with Pastor Tim 

at Adam’s Flying Pig, Wheelersburg 


