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St. John Lutheran Church

Powellsville

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road

Franklin Furnace, Ohio 45629-8937

Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com

August 16, 2026
TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Service of the Word

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?
All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.

PRELUDE
+ GATHERING SONG In Christ there Is No East or West #359
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In Christ there is no east or west, in him no south or north,
In  Christ shall true hearts ev-’ry-where their high com - mu - nion find;
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3 Join hands, dis - ci - ples  of the (aith, what-e’er your race may be.
4 In Christ now meet both  cast and west, in him meet south and  north;

S g v -
but one com-mu - ni - ty of love through-out  the whole wide earth.
his ser-vice is the gold-en cord close - bind - ing hu - man - kind.
All chil-dren of the liv-ing God are sure - ly kin to  me.

all  Christ-ly souls are one in him through-out the whole wide earth.

Text: John Oxenham, 1852-1941
Music: MCKIE, African American spiritual; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1866-1949



+ GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13)
And also with you.
You are the treasured people of the Lord,
a people holy to the Lord our God.
Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children,
Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise.
One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord.
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+ SCRIPTURE SONG
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Sal- va- tion be-longs to our God and to Christ the Lamb for- ev-er and ev - er.
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY

P
C
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all

those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world
with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout
the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

! Thus says the LORD:
Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come
and my deliverance be revealed.
® And the foreigners who join themselves to the LoRD,
to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants,
all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it
and hold fast my covenant—
" these I will bring to my holy mountain
and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar,
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.
¥ Thus says the Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel:
I will gather others to them
besides those already gathered.

PSALM: 67

P
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'"'May God be merciful to us and bless us;

may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
ZLet your way be known upon earth,

our saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples pralse you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.
*Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
> Let the peoples pralse you, O God;

let all the peoples praise you.
S The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.

"May God give us blessing,

and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.



SECOND READING: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

[Paul writes: ] 1y ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I
myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of

Benjamin. 23 God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew.
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Justas you were once
disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience,
so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you,

they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in disobedience
so that he may be merciful to all.

+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to you!

Our hearts burn with - in wus while you o- pen to us the Scrip- tures.
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Word of life, Je- sus Christ, all praise to you!

+ THE GOSPEL: Matthew 15:[10-20], 21-28

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 15th chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

['* [Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:""
it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of
the mouth that defiles.” '* Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you
know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?’ 13’He
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. '* Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind
person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” '° But Peter said to him, “Explain
this parable to us.” '® Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding? '” Do
you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into
the sewer? '® But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is
what defiles. '’ For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, sexual
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to
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eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”]

?! Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. ** Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” *
But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying,
“Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” ** He answered, “I was sent
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” ** But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 20 He answered, “It is not fair to take the
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” *’ She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” ® Then Jesus answered
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her
daughter was healed from that moment.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON Pastor Jordan
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION
HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Be the Tie that Binds #370
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1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Chris - tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - tual bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;

the u - ni - Ly of heart and mind s like to that a - bove.

our fears,our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - ni - ty.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS. Johann G. Nageli. 1774-1836, adapt.



+ RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION
P In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.
C We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit.  (Ephesians 1:13-14)

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

P Build yourselves up on your most holy faith;

C  pray in the Holy Spirit.  (Jude 20)

P Keep yourselves in the love of God;

C  look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21)
P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:

C  Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become
new! (2 Corinthians 5:17)

P God has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
C  Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another.

Silence for reflection and self examination.

P Gracious God,

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and
glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

P Almighty God have mercy on you,
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
C Amen



+ PEACE

P Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree
with one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11)

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace,
using these or similar words:

Peace be with you.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT
OFFERING
+ OFFERTORY
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH. Louis Bourgeois, ¢. 1510-1561

+ OFFERTORY PRAYER

P Let us pray.

P God, our Creator,

C you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every creature. With
these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to
delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen



+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

P

e

e

e

C

For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all be
united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on earth be
a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. Raise
up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and
destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially).
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of the
outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of
countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve justly.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they find
comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with illness of
any kind (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, that
all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this
community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P
C
P

C

For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example
continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts
and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask
in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

+ THE LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9-13)

+ BLESSING

P
C

Almighty God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen



+ SENDING SONG Lord, Dismiss Us #239
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I Lord, dis - miss us with your bless-ing, fill our hearts with joy and peace;
2 Thankswe give and ad - o - ra - tion for your gos - pel’s joy - ful sound.
3 Sav - ior, when your love shall call us from our strug-gling pil-grim way,
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let us each, your love pos - sess-ing, tri-umph in re - deem-ing grace.
May the fruits of  your sal - va - tion in our hearts and lives a - bound.

let no fear of death ap - pall us, glad your sum-mons to o - bey.
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Oh, re - fresh us; oh, re-fresh us, trav-’ling through this wil-der-ness.
Ev - er faith-ful, ev - er faith-ful to  your truth may we be found.
May we ev-er, may we ev-er reign with you in  end-less day.
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Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt.
Music: SICILIAN MARINERS, Sicilian, 18th cent.

+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.

Children Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

+Stand as you are able

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L
From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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SERVING TODAY

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Lay Reader James Hayman
Prayer Leader James Hayman
Greeter James & Kym Hayman
Acolytes

Altar Committee Debbie & Jerry Clevenger
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book in
the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

LET US PRAY FOR: Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz,
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Bill Murphy, Linda Martin,
Melaine Hawk, Nicholas Young, Rod Schneider, Brenda Moore, Ken Staker,
Greg Piguet, Mary McQuay, Chris Parish, Tom Bussler, Kendra Hughes, Jeff
Dettwiller, Luke White, Jack Clevenger, Bob Rase, Glenn Rase, Jim Webb,
Leah Willis, Dennis Klaiber, Cheryl Crank, Judy Buknis, Shanna Garrett,
Belford Sexson, Linda Sexson, Derrick Gleim, Dorrita Gleim, Mackenzie
Gleim, Owen Wilburn, Congregation of the Mountain Church in
Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we
hold privately in our hearts.

ONE AGAIN we are collecting school supplies to make baskets for our
teachers.. Here is a list of supplies: tissues, pencils (from Walmart or
Amazon) not from the Dollar Tree, loose-leaf notebook paper, Clorox
wipes, and hand sanitizer (medium) These things will be collected until the
August 16.

BLANKET PROJECT GROUP will begin to meet Tuesday, August 18 at
10:00 a.m.

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK
BIRTHDAYS': Shaina Elrod, Mark Gleim, Danny Beekman, Bethany
Thackston
BAPTISMS: Jane Staker
ANNIVERSARIES:

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.
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This Week at St. John

Today—Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Next Sunday—Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion

Attendance
2026 Average 65
2025 Average 62

Serving Next Sunday, August 23

Organist Leigh Ann Henry

Worship Assistant
Lay Reader
Prayer Leader
Greeter

Acolytes

Vivian Riffel

Altar Committee Debbie & Jerry Clevenger

Council President
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Coming Events

Sunday, August 16, Back to School Sunday
Sunday, August 16 Church Council Meeting

Tuesday, August 18 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, August 25 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, September 1 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, September 8 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, September 15 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, September 20 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, September 22 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, September 29 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, October 18 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Sunday, November 15 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Sunday, December 20 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner
Followed by caroling

Tuesday, August 18

10:00 a.m. Blanket Project

14




