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Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohnl875@gmail.com

May 24, 2026
THE DAY OF PENTECOST

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?
All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.

Prelude

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Stand The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen



+ Entrance Hymn

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

Refrain
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Spir - it, Spir-it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the wil-der-ness
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stir me from plac-id-ness, wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters, you called to the deep,
2 You swept through the des - ert, you stung with the sand,
3 You sang in a sta - ble, you cried from a hill,
4 You call from to -mor - row, Yyou break an-cient schemes.
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then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the val - leys of sleep;
and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a law and a land;
then you whis-pered in si - lence when the whole world was still;
From the bond - age of sor - row all the cap - tives dream dreams;
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and o - ver the e - ons you called to each thing:
and when they were blind - ed with i - dols and lies,
and down in the cit - y you called once a - gain,
our wom-en see Vi - sions, our men clear their eyes.
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“A - wake from your slum - bers and  rise on your wings.”
then you spoke through your proph - ets to o - pen their eyes.
when you blew through your peo - ple on the rush of the wind.
With . . . bold new de - ci - sions your peo-ple a - rise.

Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940
Music: SPIRIT, James K. Manley

Text and music © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Dupl

inany form

+ Apostolic Greeting
P

ited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.



+ Kyrie (Luke 17:13)
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men, a - men.



+Hymn of Praise

Glory to God Luke 2:14, John 1:29 & Rev. 15:4
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+ Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you.
P Let us pray. . .O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful
people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit,
that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in
your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

Choir Anthem

Children’s Sermon
Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Acts 2:1-21

! When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one
place. ? And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. D1V1ded tongues, as of
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. * All of them
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit
gave them ability.

>Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in
Jerusalem. ® And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bew1ldered because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaklng Galileans? ® And how
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? ~ Parthians, Medes,
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Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, '" Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, !’ Cretans and Arabs—in our
own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” ' All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” "* But
others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.”

!4 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them,
“Fellow Jews and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. ' Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine
o’clock in the morning. '°No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:

'7“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
'8 Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit,
and they shall prophesy.
' And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
? The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
I Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” ”

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

3P No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, = and there are varieties
of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the
same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the
manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. ~ To one is given through the
Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, % to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts
of healing by the one Spirit, 104 another the working of powerful deeds, to
another prophecy, to another the discernment of splirits, to another various kinds of

tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. =~ All these are activated by one
and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of

the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 3 For in the one Spirit
we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit.



+ Alleluia Verse John 6:68
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

+ The Gospel: John 20:19-23

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
were locked where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the

Lord. %! Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 1f you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven
them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Kruse

Silence For Reflection



Hymn of the Day We Shall Gather at the River #690

1 Shall we gath - er at the riv -er, where bright an - gel feet have trod,

2 On the mar - ginof the riv-er, wash -ing up 1its sil - ver spray,
3 Ere we reach the shin-ing riv-er, lay we ev-’ry bur-den down;
4

Soon we’ll reach the shin-ing riv - er, soon our pil-grim-age will cease;
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with its crys-tal tide for-ev - er flow-ing by the throne of God?
we  will walk and wor - ship ev - er, all the hap-py gold-en day.

grace our spir-its will de-liv - er, and pro-vide a robe and crown.
soon our hap - py hearts will quiv - er with the mel-o - dy of peace.
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HANSON PLACE, Robert Lowry



+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P
P

Let us pray.
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation

A brief silence.

P

C
P

C
P

C

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. Inspire all
ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled words to all whom
they encounter. Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth. Protect all living
things, bring forth clean water and abundant food, and grant us wonder as we
contemplate all you have made. Merciful God

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the barriers of communication among
nations. Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in government and society
to work for justice, and guard those serving in the armed forces, especially this
weekend as we remember those who died in service to their country. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany those who feel abandoned. Provide
food for those who hunger and drink for those who thirst, soothe those who
are anxious or bereaved, comfort those who are sick or suffering, and answer
all who call upon your name (especially). Merciful God

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of baptism. Bless both those
preparing for or affirming their baptism. May they be encouraged by this
community of faith as they live out their baptismal promises. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P

A

A

“Raise up and send to us our next pastor (deacon). We pray for our call
committee, that your wisdom will rest upon them, that they may know and
recognize the person you are sending. Grant us patience and faith as we wait.
Amen”

“Grant that your Holy Spirit may rest upon our call committee as they listen
for your will. Grant us patience and hope that comes by faith in you.” Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in our grief. We give you thanks for
our ancestors in the faith (especially scientists Nicolaus Copernicus and
Leonard Euler) whose witness to your mighty works continues to inspire our
lives. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.
Amen.
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+ The Peace [shared among the congregation]

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you R Peace be with you.

Parish Announcements

Offering
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35
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pres- ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
+ The Prayer

P Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

11



+ The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ
our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, [on this day,] as he
had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen
disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the
Church on earth and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:

Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9
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Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:17-20
Mark 14:22-24, 1Corinthians 11:23-26
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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John 1:29
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Holy Communion
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: Amen Music during the Communion:
Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen



+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy with

shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ija. Al-le - lu - ia.

+ Post Communion Prayer Romans 5:5

P  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C Amen

+ The Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
+In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
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1 Mine eyes have seen the glo - ry of the com - ing of the Lord;
2 He has sound-ed forth the trum - pet that shall nev - er call re-treat;
3 In the beau - ty of the lil - ies Christ was born a-cross the sea,
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he is tram-plingout the vin - tage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
he is sift - ing out the hearts of men be-fore his judg-ment seat.
with a glo - ry in  his bos - om that trans-fig - ures you and me.
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he has loosed the fate - ful light-ning of his ter - ri-ble swift sword:
Oh, be swift, my soul, to an - swer him; be ju - bi-lant, my feet!
As he died to make menho - ly, let wus live to make men free,
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Our God is march - ing on.
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Glo - ry, glo - ry! Hal-le - lu - jah! Glo - ry, glo -ry!Hal-le - lu - jah!
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Text: Julia Ward Howe, 1819-1910
Music: BATTLE HYMN, North American, 19th cent.

+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.
Children Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

+Stand as you are able
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

SERVING TODAY

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel
Lay Reader James Hayman
Prayer Leader Virginia Nickel
Greeter James & Kym Hayman
Acolytes

Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION. St John
observes open communion. Christians of all Churches and all
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be
brought forward for a blessing.

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism.

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.

LET US PRAY FOR: Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz,
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill
Murphy, Linda Martin, Melaine Hawk, Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce,
Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Rod Schneider, Ed Hughes, Brenda Moore, Ken
Staker, Greg Piguet, Mary McQuay, Chris Parish, Charles Ricketts, Chris
Young,, Congregation of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen,
Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we hold privately
in our hearts.
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CHOIR PRACTICE will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

THE BLANKET PROJECT GROUP will meet this Tuesday, May 12 at
10:00 a.m. Come and join as we meet every Tuesday morning!
Everyone is welcome.

PLEASE PLAN TO attend worship on Sunday, May 31 as we will have a
special guest with us. There will be a pot luck/carry-in dinner following
worship. Please bring a dish or two to share

JOIN US FOR A MEET AND GREET with our pastoral candidate Vicar Dr.
Tim Jordan on Thursday, June 4 for 4 p.m.— 7p.m.

SUNDAY, JUNE 7 there will be a special congregational meeting
immediately after worship to vote on calling Vicar Dr. Tim Jordan as our
pastor.

IF YOU WOULD like to send a card to Chris Parish the address is
4264 Desdemona Way, Lexington KY 40514

MARK YOUR CALENDARS' Vacation Bible school is just around the
corner! Plans are already in place, and we need your help! The dates for
this summer ‘s VBS will be June 22 through the 26th from 5:30 to 8:15
pm. Again this year we will be having a kid friendly light supper for
children and families.

Our theme this year is Rainforest Falls - Exploring the Nature of God!

If you are interested in helping in any way, please let Vivian know!
(740.464.1914) We are looking forward to another fun filled successful
year of VBS with our children!

This Week at St. John

Today—The Festival of Pentecost

10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion
Tuesday

10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday

7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Next Sunday—7The Festival of Holy Trinity

10:00 a.m. Worship

Attendance
2026 Average: 68
2025 Average 62
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Serving Next Sunday, May 31

Organist Leigh Ann Henry

Lay Reader Shane Tieman

Prayer Leader Kara Tieman

Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel

Greeter

Council President Rick Williams
CELEBRATING THIS WEEK

BIRTHDAYS: Sherry Patterson, Jerry Willis
BAPTISMS: Reese Henry, Creed Miller
ANNIVERSARIES:

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.

Coming Events
Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project

Sunday, May 31 Special Guest with Potluck/carry-in dinner
following worship. Please bring a dish or two to share.

Thursday, June 4 at 4 p.m.— 7p.m. Meet and Greet
Sunday, June 7 Special Congregational Meeting
Sunday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting

Sunday, June 22-26 at 5:30 p.m. —8:15 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Kid friendly light supper for children and families.

Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting

Sunday, May 31

Special Guest with a potluck/carry-in dinner
following worship. Please bring a dish or two to share.

Meet and Greet

Thursday, June 4 at 4 p.m.-7 p.m.
With our pastoral candidate Vicar Tim Jordan

Special Congregational Meeting

For a vote on the call of Vicar Dr. Tim Jordan
On Sunday, June 7 immediately after worship
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