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Seventh Sunday of Easter 
May 17, 2026 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Powellsville 

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio  45629-8937 

Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com 
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May 17, 2026 
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Service of the Word 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
PRELUDE 
 
+ GATHERING SONG            Crown Him with Many Crowns         #170 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Powellsville 

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio  45629-8937 

574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@g mail.com 
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+ GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 
C And also with you. 

 
P The word is near you, 
C on your lips and in your heart. 
P If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
P and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 

saved. 
P Faith comes from what is heard, 
C and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

 
+ SCRIPTURE SONG 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. . .O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and 
ascended to your right hand. Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering 
and in joy, that all the world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14 

 

6 When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this 
the time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He replied, “It is not for 
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth.” 9 When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 
a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 While he was going and they were gazing 
up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 11 They said, 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who 
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has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven.” 
  12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is 
near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 When they had entered the 
city, they went to the room upstairs where they were staying: Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 All these were 
constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.  

 
 
 

PSALM:  68:1-10, 32-35 
 

P 1 Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 
let those who hate God flee.  

C 9  As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of 
God.  

P 3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 
let them also be merry and joyful  

C 4 Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the 
clouds; 
I Aආ is that name, rejoice before God!  

P 5 In your holy habitation, O God, 
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;  

C 6 you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 
but the rebels shall live in desert places.  

P 7 O God, when you went forth before your people, 
when you marched through the wilderness,  

C 8 the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of 
God, the God of Sinai, 
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.  

P 9 You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 
you restored your inheritance when it languished. 

C  10 Your people found their home in it; 
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  

P  32 Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 
sing praises to the Lord. 

C  33 You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.  

P  34 Ascribe power to God, 
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.  

C 35 How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!  
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SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place 

among you to test you, as though something strange were happening to 
you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that 
you may also be glad and shout for joy when his glory is revealed. 14 If you 
are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the spirit of 
glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 
  5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that 
he may exalt you in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you. 8 Discipline yourselves; keep alert. Like a roaring lion your 
adversary the devil prowls around, looking for someone to devour. 9 Resist 
him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all 
the world are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 10 And after you have 
suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 
establish you. 11 To him be the power forever and ever. Amen.  

 
+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
+ THE GOSPEL: John 17:1-11 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 17th chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples,] he looked up to 
heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the 
Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all people, 
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to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, 
that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me 
to do. 5 So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that 
I had in your presence before the world existed. 
  6 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your 
word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me is from you, 8 
for the words that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 
received them and know in truth that I came from you, and they have 
believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on 
behalf of the world but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 
are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I have been 
glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name 
that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.”  

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
SERMON                     Pastor Pairon 
 
 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Blest Be the Tie that Binds                   #370 
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+ RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION 
 

P In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
C We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit.     (Ephesians 1:13-14) 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

P Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
C pray in the Holy Spirit.      (Jude 20) 
 

 
P Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
C look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.     (Jude 21) 
 

P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
C Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!              
 (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

P God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
C Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
Silence for reflection and self examination. 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  known and 
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 
may live and serve you in newness  of life, to the honor and glory of your holy 
name; through Jesus Christ our  Lord.  Amen 
 
P Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
C Amen 
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+ PEACE 
P Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11) 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, 
using these or similar words:  
Peace be with you. 

 
 
PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT 
  Honoring Our High School Graduates 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
+ OFFERTORY  

 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 

P Let us pray. 

P God, our Creator, 
C you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every living creature. 

With these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care. Help us to 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
P Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 

broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.  
 
 

A brief silence. 
 
 

P O God, your people sing praises throughout the church. By your Holy 
Spirit, inspire musicians, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim the 
gospel of Jesus. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P Your creative power fills the universe. Bring favorable weather, nurture 

plants and animals, protect us from natural disasters, and guide us to care 
for all you have made. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Your justice is exercised in society by those in authority. Instill in political 

leaders, business leaders, school administrators, and all who care for 
others a desire for peace and equity. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P Your compassion and care come through the gifts of medicine and 

relationships. Soothe the anxious, protect widows and orphans, comfort 
those living with memory loss and their families, and heal the sick 
(especially). Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P Your love radiates from communities gathered in your name. Bless those 

experiencing significant transitions in life such as graduation, retirement, 
new employment (other transitions may be named), and accompany us in 
our prayers during these times. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
 

P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We  ask that you speed our 
meeting with one another, and that you make us ready to seek new 
adventures with a new shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make 
ready today to find the new tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran 
Church. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P O God, your promise of eternal life is certain and sure. Inspire us by the 

steadfast faith of those who have gone before us, so that we may be 
confident in the assurances you give. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
C Amen. 
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+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9-13 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 

 
CHOIR Go Now In Peace 
 
+ BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

C Amen 
 
+ SENDING SONG Lord, You Give the Great Commission    #756 
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace.  
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able 
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader Dawn Scott 
Prayer Leader James Hayman 
Greeter  
Acolytes  
Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz, 
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill 
Murphy, Linda Martin, Melaine Hawk, Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, 
Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Rod Schneider, Ed Hughes, Brenda Moore, 
Donna Arnett, Ken Staker, Pastor Dennis King, Luke White, Jim Webb, 
Greg Piguet, Mary McQuay, Chris Parish, Charles Ricketts, The 
Congregation of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the 
members of our armed forces, and those we hold privately in our hearts. 

 
CHOIR PRACTICE will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday. 
 

THE BLANKET PROJECT  GROUP will  meet this Tuesday, May 12 at 
10:00 a.m.   Come and join as we meet every Tuesday morning!  
Everyone is welcome. 

 
YOUTH NIGHT Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m.  All youth and their friends 

are invited to join in for an evening of fun! 

 

PLEASE PLAN TO attend worship on Sunday, May 31 as we will have a 
special guest with us. There will be a pot luck/carry-in dinner following 
worship. Please bring a dish or two to share 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Vacation Bible school is just around the corner! 
Plans are already in place, and we need your help! The dates for this 
summer ‘s VBS will be June 22 through the 26th from 5:30 to 8:15 pm. 
Again this year we will be having a kid friendly light supper for children 
and families.  

Our theme this year is Rainforest Falls - Exploring the Nature of God! 

If you are interested in helping in any way, please let Vivian know! 
(740.464.1914) We are looking forward to another fun filled successful 
year of VBS with our children! 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
 
Tuesday 
10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 
Wednesday 
 7:00 p.m. Choir practice 
 
Next Sunday—The Day of Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 
 

Attendance 
2026 Average: 70 
2025 Average 62 

 
 
 

Serving Next Sunday, May 24 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader  
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Acolytes  

Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
BIRTHDAYS: Patrick Riehl, Nancy Williams 

BAPTISMS:  Amy Fraulini, Becky Maggard, Kara Tieman, Elaina Salyers, 
Eli Salyers, Becky Williams 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Ron & Jessica Miller 

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Tuesday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. Youth Night 
 

Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Sunday, May 31 Special Guest with Potluck/carry-in dinner  
following worship. Please bring a dish or two to share. 

 

Sunday, June 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting 
 

Sunday, June 22-26 at 5:30 p.m. –8:15 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
Kid friendly light  supper for children and families. 

 

Sunday, July 19 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting 

 
Blanket Project 

Will begin meeting again on Tuesday, 
at 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join. 
 

Youth Night 
Wednesday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m. 

 
Sunday, May 31 

Special Guest  with a potluck/carry-in dinner 
following worship. Please bring a dish or two to share. 

 
Vacation Bible School 

Rainforest Falls 
June 22 –26 

Kid friendly light  supper for children and families. 
VBS Program June 28 during worship 

 
Vacation Bible School  

Closing Program 
Sunday, June 28 during worship 


