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May 3, 2026 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
Prelude 
 
+ Entrance Hymn When Morning Gilds the Sky #546 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Powellsville 

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio  45629-8937 

                         Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com 
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+ Apostolic Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 
+Hymn of Praise This is the feast  



4 

+ Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. . .Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the 
truth, and the life. Give us grace to love one another, to follow in the way of 
his commandments, and to share his risen life with all the world, for he lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 
Choir Anthem  
 
Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
First Reading: Acts 7:55-60 

 

55 Filled with the Holy Spirit, [Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I 
see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him, 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 
Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” When he had said this, he died.  

 
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10 

 

2 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may 
grow into salvation—3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
  4 Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God’s sight, and 5 like living stones let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in scripture: 
 “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
  a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
 and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
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7 This honor, then, is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
 “The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the very head of the corner,” 
8 and 
 “A stone that makes them stumble 
  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
  9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 
people, in order that you may proclaim the excellence of him who called you out 
of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, 
  but now you are God’s people; 
 once you had not received mercy, 
  but now you have received merc y.  

 
 

+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

 
+ The Gospel: John 14:1-14 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 21st chapter. 

 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. 
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know the way to 
the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 
If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.” 
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  8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 9 
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not 
know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 
The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own, but the Father who dwells 
in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in 
me, but if you do not, then believe because of the works themselves. 12 Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in 
fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 I will 
do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14

 If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.”  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Francis 

 
 
Silence For Reflection 
 
 
Affirmation of Baptism 
 
 
Presentation  Affirmation in the Presence of the Assembly 
 
Those making affirmation may gather with the ministers at the font. They may be 
joined by others from the assembly. 
 
Those making affirmation are presented by a sponsor or another representative of the 
congregation: 
 
 

P: I present  name/s , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 
 
P: Let us pray. 
Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters and brothers, 
whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 
You have called them to yourself, 
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 
and nourished them in the community of faith. 
Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 
and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 
We ask this in the name of Christ. 
Amen 
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Profession of Faith 
The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The 
assembly may stand and join in the responses. 
 
 

P: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 
the church. 
 
P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 
the powers of this world that rebel against God, 
and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
 
Response: 
 

I renounce them. 
 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidates and the assembly. 

 
P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 
P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 

 
 
 
Reading of faith statements  
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P: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in 
the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
 
Each person responds: 
I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 
 

The minister addresses the assembly. 
 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray 
for them in their life in Christ? 
 
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 
 

Families are invited forward for the blessing. 
 
 

Those making affirmation may kneel. The presiding minister prays for God’s 
blessing. 
 
 
Let us pray. 
P: We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 
new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

 
 
The blessing may be repeated for each person. The minister may lay both hands on 
the head of the person and say: 

 
Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit; 
confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life, empower her/him in her/his serving, give 
her/him patience in suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life. 
 
 
P: Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 
 
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 
Together we will give thanks and praise to God 
and proclaim the good news to all the world. 
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Hymn of the Day I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry #770 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
P Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

P God of glory, you have built your church on Christ the cornerstone. Inspire lay 
leaders, deacons, pastors, and bishops to proclaim forgiveness and your 
steadfast love to all whom they encounter. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P God of majesty, you bring forth plants and animals, skies and seas, mountains 

and valleys. Protect all you have made from the ravages of pollution and 
climate disaster. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of mercy, you intend governments and social service agencies to be 

instruments of peace and justice. Guide political leaders and organizations to 
be agents of compassion, and raise up advocates for those who seek refuge 
and assistance. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of well-being, you soothe those in distress, console all who grieve, 

provide for any in need, and comfort those who are sick (especially). Instill 
caregivers with a sense of purpose to be your healing hands in this world. 
Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of community, you call us together as your people for mutual support and 

to witness to your love in the world. Make your presence known among those 
unable to attend worship today. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We  ask that you speed our 

meeting with one another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures 
with a new shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find 
the new tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of eternal life, you have prepared dwelling places for your people, so that 

we are never separated from you. We give you thanks for the faithful departed 
who witnessed to your mighty acts in word and deed. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.   
P God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good 

news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.  
C Amen. 
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+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
Parish Announcements 
 
Offering 
 
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

 
 
+ The Prayer 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

our selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ 
our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, 
that our darkness should give away to his own brillant light. And so, with 
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
 
                Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer  Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
+ The Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 +In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn Go, My Children, with My Blessing           721 

+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
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Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

SERVING TODAY 
 
 

Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader  
Greeter  
Acolyte  
Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you 
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest 
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz, 
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill 
Murphy, Linda Martin, Melaine Hawk, Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, 
Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Rod Schneider, Ed Hughes, Brenda Moore, 
Donna Arnett, Ken Staker, Pastor Dennis King, Luke White, Jim Webb, 
Greg Piguet, Mary McQuay, Chris Parish, The Congregation of the 
Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed 
forces, and those we hold privately in our hearts. 
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ANDREW TYLER DeGONZAGUE AND EMMETT JAY SALYERS have 
completed their two years of Catechism studies, have met all requirements, 
and therefore will affirm their Baptisms today in the Rite of Confirmation.  
This is an important event in the life of our church, and you are encouraged 
to join us after worship for a reception in their honor.  Please keep these 
young people in your prayers as they continue in their journey of faith.   

 
 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 

 
CHOIR PRACTICE will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday. 
 

THE BLANKET PROJECT  GROUP will  meet this Tuesday, April 28 at 
10:00 a.m.   Come and join as we meet every Tuesday morning!  
Everyone is welcome. 

 

YOU ARE INVITED  to breakfast with the Graduates. Each graduate will 
have a table of picture and accomplishments. You will be able to stop by 
each table and congratulate them. We have a lot of graduates this year and 
this will help streamline parties for our congregation. We hope you can join 
them early on May 10 at 9:15a.m. May God continue to guide their steps in 
service to him and to others, wherever their paths might lead, and may 
Christ go with them into their bright new future. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Vacation Bible school is just around the 
corner! Plans are already in place, and we need your help! The dates for 
this summer ‘s VBS will be June 22 through the 26th from 5:30 to 8:15 
pm. Again this year we will be having a kid friendly light supper for 
children and families.  

Our theme this year is Rainforest Falls - Exploring the Nature of God! 

If you are interested in helping in any way, please let Vivian know! 
(740.464.1914) We are looking forward to another fun filled successful 
year of VBS with our children! 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion—Confirmation 
 11:00 a.m. Lite Lunch in honor of our Confirmands 
 
 
Tuesday 
 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 
 
Wednesday 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 
 
Next Sunday—Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Attendance 
2026 Average: 69 
2025 Average 62 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, May 10 
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader Sam Tieman 
Prayer Leader Vicki Floyd 
Greeter Vicki Floyd 

Acolytes  

Altar Committee Vicki Floyd, Vivian Riffel 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
 

BIRTHDAYS:  

BAPTISMS: Freida Otworth, Grant Stevenson, Alex DeGonzague 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Derek & Jodi Keaton, Scott & Karyn Smith 

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m. Confirmation 
Sunday, May 3 at 11:00 a.m. Lite Lunch in honor of our Confirmands 

 

Tuesday, May 5 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Wednesday, May 6 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, May 10 at :9:15 a.m. Graduation Sunday 
 

Tuesday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Sunday, May 17 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting 
 

Tuesday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Sunday, June 22-26 at 5:30 p.m. –8:15 p.m. Vacation Bible School 
Kid friendly light  supper for children and families. 

 
Blanket Project 

Will begin meeting again on Tuesday, 
at 10:00 a.m. 

Everyone is welcome to join. 
 

Confirmation 
Sunday, May 3 during worship. 
A reception will follow worship.  

 
Honoring Our 

High School Graduates 
Sunday, May 10 

Join us for breakfast with the Graduates. Each graduate will have a  
table of picture and accomplishments.  You will be able to stop by each table and 

congratulate them.  

 
Vacation Bible School 

Rainforest Falls 
June 22 –26 

Kid friendly light  supper for children and families. 
VBS Program June 28 during worship 
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Vacation Bible School  

Closing Program 
Sunday, July 20 during worsh 


