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April §, 2026
RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD
EASTER DAY

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?

All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.
Prelude
Choir Processional Alleluia
Entrance Hymn Jesus Christ Is Risen Today #151
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1 Je - sus Christ is r1is’n to - day, Al = le - lu - ia!
2 Hymns of praise then let wus sing, Al - le - lu - ia!
3 But the pains which he en - dured, Al - le - lu - ia!
4 Sing we to our God a - bove, Al - le - lu - ia!
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our tri - um-phant ho - ly day, Al T e - u - il
un - to Christ, our heav’'n-ly king, Al - le - Inu - ia!
our sal - va - tion have pro -cured; Al - le - lu - ia!
praise e - ter - nal as  his love; Al - le - Iu - ia!
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who did once up - on the cross, Al = le - Iu - ia!
who en-dured the cross and grave, Al - le - lu - ia!
now a - bove the sky he’s king, Al - le - lu - ia!
praise him, all you heav’n-ly host, Al - le - lu - ia!
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suf - fer to re - deem our loss. Al - le - lu - ia!
sin - ners to re - deem and save. Al - le - lu - ia!
where the an-gels ev - er sing. Al - le - lu - ia!

Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A le - lu - ia!
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Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 17071788, st. 4
Music: EASTER HYMN, J. Walsh, Lvra Davidica, 1708

+ Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C  And also with you.

+ Kyrie Lord, Have Mercy Luke 17:13
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
0 | |
[ A | I I y |
G .
e 7 Mo
Lord, have mer - cy
0 1 .
A2 1 T 4 T |
AT i — — — i
oy’ o i — i
[B\av4 Lpomri 1
J
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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(Rev. 5:9-13)

This Is the Feast

+Hymn of Praise
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+ Prayer of the Day

P  Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. . .O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the
cross for our redemption, and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us
from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen

Choir Anthem He is Risen

Children’s Sermon
Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

First Readmg Acts 10:34-43
*Peter began to speak to [the people]: "I truly understand that God shows no
partiality, **but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. **You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
*how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how
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he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with him. *We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; *’but God raised
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he
rose from the dead. *He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. **All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives
forgiveness of sins through his name."

Psalm: 118:1-2, 14-24
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.
’Let Israel now proclaim,
'""His mercy endures forever."
"“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation.
There is a sound of exultation and victory
in the tents of the righteous:
'"The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!
The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD has triumphed!"
"I shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
'®The LORD has punished me sorely,
but he did not hand me over to death.
Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the LORD.
*"This is the gate of the LORD;
he who is righteous may enter."
2T will give thanks to you, for you answered me
and have become my salvation.
*The same stone which the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
BThis is the LORD's doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
*On this day the LORD has acted;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4

1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are
above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you
also will be revealed with him in glory.



+ Alleluia Verse (John 6:68)
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter-nal life.

+ The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary

Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,

came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. = His appearance was like
lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards shook
and became like dead men. > But the angel said to the women, “Do not be

afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. ® He is
not here, for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he

lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the
dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’
This is my message for you.” = So they left the tomb quickly with fear and
great joy and ran to tell his disciples. © Suddenly Jesus met them and said,
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped
him. *© Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers
and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Francis

Silence For Reflection



Hymn of the Day
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Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!
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1 Christ is ris - en! Al - le - lu-ija! Ris - en our vic - (o - rious head!

2 Christ is ris - ecn! All the sad-ness  of our Lent-¢n fast is o’er;

3  Christ is ris - en! All the sor-row that last cve-ning round him lay

4 Christ 1s ris - en!  Hence-forth nev - er dcath or hell shall us ¢n - thrall;
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Sing his prais - e¢s! Al - le - lu - ia! Christis ris - ¢n from the dcad!
through the o pen gatesof glad-ness he re-wrns Lo life once more;
now has found a  glo-rious mor-row in the ris - ing of to - day.
be we Christ’s, in him for - ¢v - cr we  have tri-umphed o - ver  all.
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an - gels on his steps at - tend-ing,  glo - ry round his wound-cd brow.
he was dcad, but now is liv - ing; he was lost, but he is found.
hail the day of res - ur - rec - tion! Let us rise and  keep the feast.
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Sing his prais-es! Al - le - 1u - ia! Christ is ris - en from the dead!
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Text: John S. B. Monscll. 1811-1875, alt.

Music: MORGENLILD, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927



+ Apostles’ Creed

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

+ The Prayers Of The People

P

P

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken
world, let us pray for the needs of all creation.

A brief silence.

T A

T A

C
P

C

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting
life. Dispel our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May
all the earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be
faithful stewards of all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth.
Where violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and
life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost
and afraid. Draw near to those who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal
yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s
resurrection. Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s
victory over death in word and deed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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P “Raise up and send to us our next pastor (deacon). We pray for our call
committee, that your wisdom will rest upon them, that they may know and
recognize the person you are sending. Grant us patience and faith as we wait.
Amen”

“We pray for the our call committee as they continue their work, that they may
know your will, and have the faith and courage to follow your leading.”
“Grant that your Holy Spirit may rest upon our call committee as they listen
for your will. Grant us patience and hope that comes by faith in you.” Merciful
God

receive our prayer.

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of
your resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news
of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

C Amen.
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+ The Peace [shared among the congregation]
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace,
using these or similar words:
Peace be with you.

Parish Announcements

Offering
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
(1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35)
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+ The Prayer

P Let us pray. Merciful Father,

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

+ The Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious
resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself
to take away our sins, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising
has brought us to eternal life. And so with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all
the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures,
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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(Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9)
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Mathew 26:26-28, Luke 22:1720,
Mark 14:22-24, I Corinthians 11:23-26)
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

12



+The Lord’s Prayer (Matthew :9-13)

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

(John 1:29)
0
=i | T | | | | | ]
™ | | | I | Il | | | [ ——— | 1
- i —— —|
— e~ S N —
& ¢ .
Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
0
-2 pr— 7 i f
e — i T — i 1 i —
[ - = bt
mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
n ‘ p————
[ 4 I I | | | | | | | | | ]
e ] E o
J §' T e————
world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
0
("4 [ [ o T ) I | I | | il |
1 | T | I I T 4 Il —1 I | | i I Il |
o | 1 I e | | | | = | I | | Il |
S & | 1 | | | & & oA | | | | = 1 |
J hd T g L A4 g 2 d
way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

The Holy Communion

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each

communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen Music during the
Communion:



Communion Music

He Lives

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today;

I know that He is living, whatever men may say;
I see his hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,

And just the time I need Him He’s always near.

REFRAIN: He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impact!
You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.

In all the world around me I see His loving care,

And tho’ my heart grows weary I never will despair;
I know that He is leading, thro’ all the storny blast’
(REFRAIN)

The day of His appearing will come at last.

Rejoice, Rejoice O Christian, lift your voice and sing
Eternal Hallelujahs to Jesus Christ the King!
The Hope of all who seek Him, the help of all who find,
None other is so loving, so good and kind.

(REFRAIN)

Up from the Grave He Arose
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2 Vain - ly they watch his bed, Je - sus my Sav - ior
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Text: Robert Lowry. 1826-1899
Music: CHRIST AROSL:, Robert Lowry, 1826-1899



Because He Lives

God sent His son, they called Him, Jesus.

He came to love, heal and forgive.

He lived and died to buy my pardon.

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives!

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!
Because He lives, all fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth living, just because He lives!

How sweet to hold a newborn baby,
And feel the pride and joy he gives.
But greater still, the calm assurance
This Child can face uncertain days because He Lives!

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!
Because He lives, all fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth living, just because He lives!

And then one day, I’ll cross the river.

Il fight life’s final war with pain.

And then, as death gives way to victory,

I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll Know He lives!

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow!
Because He lives, all fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth living, just because He lives!

Stand
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord Psalm 9 & 105
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shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ia. Al-le - lu - ia.
+ Post Communion Prayer (Romans 5:5)

A Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C Amen

+ The Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

+In the name of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
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+ Closing Hymn Thine Is the Glory #145
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Text: Cdmond Budry, 1854-1932: tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939

Music: JUDAS MACCABALUS. George . Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.

+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.
Children Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Postlude

+Stand as you are able

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

SERVING TODAY

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel
Lay Reader Vivian Riffel
Prayer Leader Rick Williams
Acolyte

Greeter Shirley Gleim
Altar Committee Nancy Williams, James & Kym Hayman
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION. St John
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be
brought forward for a blessing.

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism.

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.

LET US PRAY FOR: Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Grace Mootz,
Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill
Murphy, Linda Martin, Melaine Hawk, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford,
Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Rod Schneider,
Ed Hughes, Brenda Moore, Donna Arnett, Ken Staker, Pastor Dennis
King, Luke White, The Congregation of the Mountain Church in
Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we
hold privately in our hearts.
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CHOIR PRACTICE will be at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday.

THE BLANKET PROJECT GROUP will begin meeting again on Tuesday,
April 7 at 10:00 am. Come and join as we meet every Tuesday
morning! Everyone is welcome.

HOLY HUMOR SUNDAY on Sunday, April 12 during worship.

CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders April 12 and 26 at 9:30
am. We will meet downstairs in the library Sunday School room.
CONFIRMATION will be Sunday, May 3.

CONFIRMATION is scheduled for Sunday, May 3 at 10:00 a.m. worship
service. Our confirmands are Drew DeGonzague and Emmett Salyers. A
reception will follow worship. Plan to come and join in the celebration of
this important ministry.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Vacation Bible school is just around the corner!
Plans are already in place, and we need your help! The dates for this
summer ‘s VBS will be June 22 through the 26th from 5:30 to 8:15 pm.
Again this year we will be having a kid friendly light supper for children
and families.

Our theme this year is Rainforest Falls - Exploring the Nature of God!

If you are interested in helping in any way, please let Vivian know!
(740.464.1914) We are looking forward to another fun filled successful
year of VBS with our children!

PLEASE REMEMBER to take home any lilies you ordered after worship
today.

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK
BIRTHDAYS: Sharon Scott, Julie Gleim, Emily Skipworth, Rita Williams,
Hailee Allen
BAPTISMS: Kamryn Sparks
ANNIVERSARIES: John & Christy Bailey,

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.
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This Week at St. John

Today—The Resurrection of our Lord
9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion
Followed by Easter Egg Hunt

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Next Sunday—Second Sunday of Easter
10:00 a.m. Worship

Attendance
2026 Attendance: 66
2025 Attendance : 62

SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 12

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Lay Reader Dené DeGonzague
Prayer Leader

Acolyte

Greeter

Altar Committee Nancy Williams, James & Kym Hayman

Council President
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Coming Events

Sunday, April 5 at 9:00 a.m. Easter Breakfast
Sunday, April 5 at 10:00 a.m. Easter Festival of Holy Communion
Sunday, April 5, following Easter Worship Service, Easter Egg Hunt

Tuesday, April 7 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, April 8 at 7:00 p.m. Choir practice

Sunday, April 12 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Sunday, April 12 Holy Humor Sunday

Tuesday, April 14 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, April 15 at 7:00 p.m. Choir practice
Sunday, April 19 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting
Tuesday, April 21 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, April 22 at 7:00 p.m. Choir practice
Sunday, April 26 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, April 28 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, April 29 at 7:00 p.m. Choir practice
Sunday, May 3 Confirmation
Tuesday, May 5 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, May 12 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, May 17 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Metting
Tuesday, May 19 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, May 26 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project

Sunday, June 22-26 at 5:30 p.m. —8:15 p.m. Vacation Bible School
Kid friendly light supper for children and families.

Easter Festival Service of Holy

Communion
Sunday, April 5 at 10:00 a.m.

Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 5 following worship.
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Blanket Project

Will begin meeting again on Tuesday,
April 7 at 10:00 a.m.
Everyone is welcome to join.

Holy Humor Sunday
Sunday, April 12 during worship

Confirmation

Sunday, May 3 during worship.
A reception will follow worship.

Vacation Bible School

Rainforest Falls

June 22 -26
Kid friendly light supper for children and families.
VBS Program June 28 during worship
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