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February 15, 2026 
THE TRANSFIRURATION OF OUR LORD 

 
 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
 
Prelude 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you with our whole 
heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 

 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Powellsville 

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio  45629-8937 

740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com 



3 

+ Entrance Hymn Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer #343 

+ Apostolic Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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Kyrie 
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+Hymn of Praise This is the Feast  
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+ Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. . .O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed 
the mysteries of the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice 
from the bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed 
our adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and 
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen 

Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
 
First Reading: Exodus 24:12-18 

 

12 The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; 
I will give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I 
have written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, 
and Moses went up onto the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait 
here for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; 
whoever has a dispute may go to them.” 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The glory of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud 
covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 
Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top 
of the mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went 
up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.  

 
 
Second Reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21 

 

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from 
heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to 
be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God.  
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+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

 
+ The Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 17th chapter. 

 

 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and 
led them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before 
them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 
Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then 
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up 
three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was 
still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the 
cloud said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to 
him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome 
by fear. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be 
afraid.” 8 And when they raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself 
alone. 
  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”  

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
C Praise to you, O Christ 

 
Sermon  Pastor Francis 

 
Silence For Reflection 
 
Installation of Church Council 
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Hymn of the Day How Good, Lord, to be Here #89 

 
+ APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P Let us pray. 
 

P As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the 
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.  

 

A brief silence. 
 

P Revealing God, your Spirit sustains the church. Strengthen the faithful with 
the revelation of Christ transfigured, that we may joyfully follow him in the 
way of the cross. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Life-giving God, creation is full of your majesty. Nurture in us a deep respect 

for the interdependence of all life, and make us wise and vigilant stewards of 
your good earth. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Peacemaking God, the nations are in turmoil. We pray for an end to violent 

conflict (regions at war may be named). Give wisdom to negotiators and 
sanctuary to refugees. Defend any who are in danger. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Healing God, you desire wholeness for all people. Bring healing to any who 

are experiencing illness, chronic pain, or mental anguish. Comfort the dying 
and those who grieve (especially). Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Holy God, in our worship we glimpse your glory, hear your voice, and receive 

assurance of your love. Inspire all who prepare, lead, and participate in 
worship to serve you with reverence and joy. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making 
ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one 
another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new 
shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new 
tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness 

of those who have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in 
Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God,  

C receive our prayer.  
P Transforming God, you bring life from death. We give thanks for the witness 

of those who have died in faith, and we praise you for the hope we have in 
Christ, our Morning Star. Merciful God,  

C Amen. 
 
+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
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Parish Announcements 
 
Offering 
 
+ Offertry Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

 
 
 
 
+ The Prayer 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ 
our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and 
love, that our darkness should give away to his own brillant light. And so, 
with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 
 
     Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer                  Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
 
+ The Benediction          Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 +In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn Shine, Jesus, Shine       #651 
Please use your Blue With One Voice hymnal for hymn #651. 
 

Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader Vivian Riffel 
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Kelly Skipworth, Dené DeGonzague 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you 
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest 
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen Gleim, Paul Means, 
Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Danica 
Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Linda Martin, Rena McIntyre, Bill Culver, 
Melaine Hawk, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford, Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, 
Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Joanne Oakes, Rod Schneider, Brian & Carol 
Hicks, Glenn Eskridge, Gerald (Jerry) Cotton, Ed Hughes, Karyn Sexton, 
Brenda Moore, Shirley Gleim, The Congregation of the Mountain Church 
in Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those 
we hold privately in our hearts. 

 
PREPARATION FOR FIRST COMMUNION CLASSES will be on February 

1 and February 8 following worship service.  This class is for students 
along with their parent(s) or guardian(s).  Questions, please see Pastor 
Francis. 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 
for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 

 
CHURCH COUNCIL will be installed today during worship.  New officers 

elected and appointed during last Sunday’s meeting are:  Rick Williams, 
President; Brian Oakes Vice President; Kelly Skipworth, Secretary; Vivian 
Riffel, Assistant Secretary; Cindy Oakes, Treasurer and Kara Tieman 
Assistant Treasurer..  Please pray for all of our leaders as they seek to serve 
the Lord and St. John this year. 

 
MANY THANKS to our outgoing member of Church Council who have served 

us so well:  Daniel Mullins. His leadership and commitment have been a 
real blessing to our church.  May our Lord bless him as they continue to 
serve in further ways in the future. 

 
THE SEASON OF LENT will start this Wednesday, February 18 with our 

Ash Wednesday Service. Pastor Peter Kruse will be preaching. Our Lenten 
Worship group will be meeting once again on the following Wednesday 
through the Lenten season at 7:00 p.m.  This year the Lenten group will be 
watching and discussing “The Chosen” series. We will also be offering  a 
service for our youth which will be held downstairs,  All are welcome to 
attend. 

 
THERE WILL BE A St. John’s youth night held at the church once a month 

for this coming year.  Watch the bulletin or see Vivian Riffel or Dené 
DeGonzague for more information on upcoming dates and time. 

 
BRIAN OAKES will be organizing an acolyte schedule on a monthly basis. 

Please see Brian if your child is interested in being an acolyte. 
 
CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders will be February 22 and 

March 8 at 9:00 a.m.  We will meet downstairs in the library Sunday 
School room. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion—Installation of Church Council 
 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday 
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday  
  Choir Practice following Ash Wednesday Service 
 
Next Sunday—First Sunday in Lent 
 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 
 

Attendance 
 

2026 Average: 68 
2025 Average 62 

 
 
 
 

Serving Next Sunday, February 22 
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader Dené DeGonzague 
Prayer Leader Jane Bussler 
Greeter Tom & Vicki Bradley 
Altar Committee Kelly Skipworth, Dené DeGongzague 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
 

BIRTHDAYS: Dené Degonzague, Kay Staker, Debbie Clevenger 

BAPTISMS: John Queen, Daniel Mullins, Barry Gleim, Debra Tacket 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Garrett & Sarah Staker 

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, February 15  Installation of Church Council 
Sunday, February 15 at 11:00 Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, February 18 Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m.  
Followed by Choir Practice 

 

Sunday, February 22 at  9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesday, February 25 at 6:00 Choir Practice 
Wednesday, February 25 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

Wednesday, February 25 at 7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday, February 25 at 7:00 p.m. Youth Service downstairs 

 

Wednesday, March 4 at 6:00 Choir Practice 
Wednesday, March 4 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday, March 4 at 7:00 p.m. Youth Service downstairs 

 

Sunday, March 1  First Communion Class 
 

Sunday, March 8 at  9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesday, March 11 at 6:00 Choir Practice 
Wednesday, March 11 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday, March 11 at 7:00 p.m. Youth Service downstairs 

 

Sunday, March 15 at 11:00 Church Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday, March 18 at 6:00 Choir Practice 
Wednesday, March 18 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday, March 18 at 7:00 p.m. Youth Service downstairs 

 

Sunday, March 22 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesday, March 25 at 6:00 Choir Practice 
Wednesday, March 25 at 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

Wednesday, March 25 at 7:00 p.m. Lenten Book Study 
Wednesday, March22 at 7:00 p.m. Youth Service downstairs 

 

Sunday, March 29 Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday 
 

Sunday, April 5Easter Sunday 
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Ash Wednesday Service 

February 18 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, February 25 – March 25 
At 6:30 p.m. Soup Supper 

At 7:00 p.m. Worship and Book Study “The Chosen” 
Youth Service will be held 

downstairs. 
 


