


St. John Lutheran Church

Powellsville

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road
Franklin Furnace, Ohio 45629-8937
740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com

January 18, 2026
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?
All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.

Prelude

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Stand The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of
your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you with our whole
heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen



+ Entrance Hymn Brightest and Best 84#
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1 Bright-est and  best of the stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing;
3 Shall wc¢ not yicld him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ple ob - la - tion,
5 Bright-cst and  best of the stars of the morn - ing,
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dawn on our dark - ncss and lend us  your aid.
low lies  his head with  the beasts of the stall;
fra - grancc of E - dom and of - f'rings di - vine,
vain - ly with gifts  would his [a - vor se - cure;
dawn on our dark - ness and lend us  your aid.
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Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - clin - ing,
gems of the moun - tain and pearls of the o - cean,
rich - er by far is the heart’s ad - o - ra - tion,
Star of the East, the ho - ri - zon a - dorn - ing,
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guide where our in - fant re - deem - er is laid.
mak - er and mon - arch and sav. - ior of all.
myrrh from the for - est or gold from the mine?
dear - er to God are the prayers of the poor.
guide where our in - fant re - deem - er is laid.
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Text: Reginald Heber, 1783—1826, alt.
Music: MORNING STAR. James P. Harding. 1850-1911. adapt.

+ Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

P

C
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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+Hymn of Praise Glory to God
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Lord  God, heav - en - ly King, al - might - y God and

Fa - ther, we wor - ship you, we give you thanks, we
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0 | ,
D y I 1 I I n I y ]
b1 | T I T | | 1 1 T y I T 1 + |
RGP I‘ I I T I E !
world:  have mer - cy on us; you are seat-ed at the
0 | .
E D | ot Y | ot | T T Y T | T ]
A b 1 T | 1 | I | | I 1 1 1 © |
l%:d—‘—d—‘—'—#"—é—d—ké‘—! i i I
— 1 y
right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive our prayer.
0 |
[ " A 3 T T | — | I N T y ]
| I | T I I I T |
H | T I T T I |
J - 1 * 1
For you a - lone are the Ho - ly One, you a -
| :
(" A Y I T T 1 T T I T ]
| Il & 1 Il Il & 1
1 1 1
lone are the Lord, you a - lone arethe Most High,



UEIkD
_E;_

God the Fa -  ther A - men
0 | — —
EA D N I T | 1 T | "!‘ t T I
J - T 1
Glo - ry to God in the high -
0 | .
" A ¥ I T 1 T } T T n |
b1 Il | [ Il & Il Il Il I I Il il |
e i E— " S—— | ] 7 —— i |
J I = et e
est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.
+ Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. . .Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit
hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and faithfully
serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen

Children’s Sermon
Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
!'Listen to me, O coastlands;
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The Lorp called me before I was born;
while I was in my mother’s womb he named me.
? He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
® And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”
4But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD
and my reward with my God.”
> And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,



and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for I am honored in the sight of the LorD,
and my God has become my strength—
%he says,
“It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
I will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
" Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the LorD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our
brother Sosthenes,
To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ
Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

41 give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has
been given you in Christ Jesus, ~ for in every way you have been enriched in him,
in speech and knowledge of every kind ~ just as the testimony of Christ has been
strengthened among you * so that you are not lacking in any gift as you wait for
the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so
that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is

+ Alleluia Verse John 6:68
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+ The Gospel: John 1:29-42
The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter.

C  Glory to you, O Lord.

29 [John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!®® This is he of whom I
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before

me” 311 myself did not know him, but I came baptizing with water for this
reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32 And John testified, “I saw the

Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 3 myself
did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the

Holy Spirit.’ 3% And 1 myself have seen and have testified that this is the Chosen
One.”

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 3% and as
he watched Jesus walk by he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus
turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you

staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the

afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to

him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 2 He brought
Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You
are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Kruse

Silence For Reflection



Hymn of the Day+ Just as I Am #296

1 Just as I am, with - out
2 Just as 1

3 Just as I am, though tossed
4 Just as I

onc plca, but that thy blood was
am, and wait - ing not to rid my soul of

a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
am, poor, wreilch-ed, blind; sight, rich - es, heal - ing
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Just as I am, thou wilt receive,

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;

because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871
Music: WOODWORTH, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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6 Just as I am; thy love unknown
has broken ev’ry barrier down;
now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.



+ Apostles’ Creed

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.*

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

+ The Prayers of the People

P

P

Let us pray.

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.

A brief silence.

P

e

e

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip your people
to work together for justice and peace, following the example of Martin Luther
King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth we remember this week. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, sustain the web of life on this planet. Protect wild places,
endangered species, and vulnerable habitats. Come to the aid of those affected
by natural disasters (current situations may be named). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Just God, you desire respect and equality for everyone. Raise up prophets who
speak truth to the nations. Embolden leaders and those in authority to advocate
for people in need. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Healing God, you lift up those who are bowed down by trouble, oppression, or
illness (especially). Bring an end to social injustice and inequities of every
kind, so that all people may have abundant life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

10



P Abiding God, you are present with this congregation. Keep us mindful
of our mission and guide our ministries in this community (/ocal
ministries may be named). Kindle in us a desire to help one another.
Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are
making ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our
meeting with one another, and that you make us ready to seek new
adventures with a new shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make
ready today to find the new tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran
Church. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Faithful God, you promise to be with us always. We remember with

gratitude the faithful departed who now rest in you. Strengthen us to the

end, that we may see you face to face. Merciful God,

C receive our prayer.

P Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we
commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known
to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.

C Amen.

i)

+ The Peace [shared among the congregation]

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you R Peace be with you.

Parish Announcements

Offering
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35
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+ The Prayer

Let us pray. Merciful Father,

P

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who gave himself for us,

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

+ The Great Thanksgiving

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ
our Lord. Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love,
that our darkness should give away to his own brillant light. And so, with
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join

their unending hymn:
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Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9
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Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:17-20
Mark 14:22-24, 1Corinthians 11:23-26
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,
that all those who believe in him
should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you
for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,
that we may receive our Lord with a living faith
as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

John 1:29
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Holy Communion

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:
The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.
The communicant may say: Amen Music during the Communion:

Stand
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ

strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen



+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord

() ) [P——— s
f I T 1 ] | I ] f I I
%Q—F_P_F_'_F I I g | f i |
K — 1 f  — — e i ————" — ——
o f I — =
Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
0 A
[ A Py | I | | t I I y I
| | o | I | ] | I I |
@ o g @ P E—
ARV ¥ 1 I I Il I I I
Y] —] _— 1
Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.

N . , ;
e e s S B B e B Bt St s S S—— : I
LEES S st

He re-calls his prom-is - es and leads his peo-ple forth in joy with
N , , ,
K F I T ! | E— N M Il |
| o | [ ] y [ Il |
[ [ > i | I Il |
[ANAYA I I I 1 | I LT I (7] Il |
o T —_— T _®
shouts of thanks-giv- ing. Al-le - lu - ja. Al-le - Iu - ia.
+ Post Communion Prayer Romans 5:5

P  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C Amen

+ The Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
+In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen
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+ Closing Hymn We Are Marching in the Light of God  #650
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‘lext: South African traditional; tr. Freedom Is Coming, 1984
Music: SIYAITAMBA, South African traditional; arr. ireedont s Coming
Tr. and acr. @ 1984 Utryck. admin. Walton Music Corp.

O in any form prohibited withont r ssion or valid Hoense from copyright adni nistrator.

+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.

Children Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

+Stand as you are able
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

SERVING TODAY
Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel
Lay Reader Sherry Mullins
Prayer Leader James Hayman
Greeter Jim Gleim
Altar Committee Debbie Clevenger, Cindy Oakes
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION. St John
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be
brought forward for a blessing.

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism.

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.
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LET US PRAY FOR:

CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders will be Sunday, January 26
and February 9 at 9:00 a.m. We will meet downstairs in the library Sunday
School room.

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK
BIRTHDAYS: Daniel Mullins, MacKenzie Gliem, Shirley Gleim, Jim Gleim
BAPTISMS:
ANNIVERSARIES:

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.

This Week at St. John

Today—Second Sunday after Epiphany
10:00 am. Worship—Holy Communion
11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Next Sunday—T7hird Sunday after Epiphany
9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
10:00 a.m. Worship

Attendance
2026 Average: 76
2025 Average 62

Serving Next Sunday, January 25

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Lay Reader Dené DeGonzague
Prayer Leader Rick Williams
Greeter James & Kym Hayman
Altar Committee Debbie Clevenger, Cindy Oakes

Council President
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Coming Events

Sunday, January 19 during worship Installation of Church Council Members
Sunday, January 19 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Sunday, January 26 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, February 4 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, February 5 Ash Wednesday
Sunday, February 9 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, February 11 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, Februaryl6 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 18 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, February 23 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, February 25 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Tuesday, March 4 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, March 5 Ash Wednesday
Sunday, March 9 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, March 11 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, March 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, March 18 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Sunday, March 23 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Tuesday, March 25 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
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