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December 28, 2025 
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

 
 
 

PRELUDE 
 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
 
 
GATHERING SONG Hark! the Herald Angels Sing                                   #60 
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+ DIALOGUE 
P Let all we are dedicated to serving the Lord come together for worship! 
C We bring praise and wonder in our hearts for God’s forgiving love. 
P yet we are called to dedicate our total lives to the service of Christ. 
C Gladly we walk with Christ, for each day we grow in love and wisdom. 
P Then let us loudly proclaim the joy and wonder of God’s love. 
C Blessed be the name of the Lord! 

 
OPENING PRAYER 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.     O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in 
our own powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the 
needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen 

 
FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5,14-18 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth,   2the earth was 
a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters.   3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and 
there was light.  4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the 
light from the darkness.   5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 
Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  

14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 
day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and 
years,   15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth." And it was so.   16God made the two great lights--the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars.   17God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth,   18to rule over the day and over the 
night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.  
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HYMN I Wonder As I Wander #642 
(verses 1 & 2) 

Please us your Blue With One Voice Hymnal for hymn #642. 
 
SECOND READING: Micah 5:2-5a 

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is 
from of old, from ancient days.  

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has 
brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  

4And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the 
majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And they shall live secure, for now he 
shall be great to the ends of the earth;  

5and he shall be the one of peace. If the Assyrians come into our land and tread 
upon our soil, we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as 
rulers.  

 
HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem #41 
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THIRD READING: Luke 1:26-35, 38 
 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth,   27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 
house of David. The virgin's name was Mary.   28And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you."   29But she was much perplexed 
by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.   30The angel said 
to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.   31And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.  

32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  

33He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end."  

34Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?"  
35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 

of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 
he will be called Son of God.  

38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  

 
HYMN Lo, How a Rose Is Blooming #58 

(verses 1 & 2) 
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FOURTH READING: Matthew 1:18-25 
 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she 
was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.   19Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly.   20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit.   21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins."   22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet:   23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a 
son,  

and they shall name him Emmanuel,"  
which means, "God is with us."   24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife,   25but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
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HYMN Infant Holy, Infant Lowly #44 

 
 
FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-20 

 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 

over their flock by night.   9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.   10But the 
angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people:   11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."   13And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying,   14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace 
among those whom he favors!"    

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 
place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  

20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
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HYMN Angels, from the Realms of Glory #50 
(verses 1 & 4) 

SIXTH READING: Matthew 2:1-11 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men from the East came to Jerusalem,   2asking, "Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to 
pay him homage."   3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all 
Jerusalem with him;   4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the 
people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.   5They told him, 
"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:  

6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,  
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  
for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.'"  
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 

time when the star had appeared.   8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 
and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word 
so that I may also go and pay him homage."   9When they had heard the king, they 
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set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, 
until it stopped over the place where the child was.   10When they saw that the star 
had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.   11On entering the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  

 
HYMN What Child Is This? #40 
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SEVENTH READING: John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God.  
2He was in the beginning with God.  
3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing 

came into being. What has come into being  
4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him.  
8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  
9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet 

the world did not know him.  
11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  
12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God,  
13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 

man, but of God.  
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  
 
 
HYMN Go Tell It On the Mountain #70 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
+ SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
 
OFFERTORY 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 
It is you, loving God, who lights our paths with truth 
your Word, Jesus, is truth. 
In his light , draw all to the manger 
to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 
In the light, draw all to the manger 
to knell in reverence with the wise ones. 
In the light, draw all to the manger 
to sing for joy with the angels. 
In the brightness of his life 
cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 
It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 
In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. 
Amen. 
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+ THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 

 
BLESSING 

 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 
Praise God, all creatures here below! 
You are the shepherds telling the story. 
We tell it in the streets and across the land. 
You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving. 
We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures. 
You are the angels announcing peace. 
We live with joy and go now in peace. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Bless you now and forever 
Amen 

 
SENDING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice  #55 
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+ Dismissal 

P  Go in peace.  
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able 
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
 

Readers 
 

Hayley Ramey/Owen Ramey 
Shane Tieman 

Dene DeGonzague 
Kara Tieman 
Brian Ramey 
Vivian Riffel 

 
 
 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 
Organists Leigh Ann Hughes 
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Wendy Queen, Julie Gleim 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 
THE CHRISTMAS SEASON is the fulfillment of the Advent expectations. 

The color of the Christmas season is white, a color associated with 
festivals of Christ, traditionally suggesting gladness, light, joy. The 
Christmas season lasts twelve days, from the evening of December 24 
through January 5. This is time for Christmas hymns and anthems, 
decorations, and parties. (From the Lutheran Book of Worship) 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly 
Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Linda Martin, Rena 
McIntyre, Bill Culver, Melaine Hawk, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford, Nicholas 
Young, Jason Pierce, Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Joanne Oakes, Vivian 
Riffel, Donnie Hixon, Rod Schneider, The Congregation of the Mountain 
Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and 
those we hold privately in our hearts. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 

 
OUR ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be on Sunday, January 

11 immediately after worship.  Reports will be received and elections for 
Church Council will be held, along with a few other items of business. 

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders is the 2nd and 4th Sunday 

of each month.  The next class is Sunday, January 11 and January 25 at 9:30 
a.m.  We will meet downstairs in the library Sunday School room. 

 
ALL YEAR END REPORTS  are due today, December 28. 

 
CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 

BIRTHDAYS: Wendy Queen, Shane Tieman, Ginger Stevenson, Robby 
Mullins 

BAPTISMS:  Glenn Rase, Vicki Bradley, Ashley Salyers, Barb Montgomery 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Chris & Abigail Parish, Jim & Sherry Patterson 

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 

 
This Week at St. John 

 
Today—First Sunday of Christmas 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 
 

Next Sunday Second Sunday of Christmas 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 

 
 

Attendance 
 

2025 Average 62 
2024 Average: 62 
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SERVING NEXT SUNDAY, JANUARY 4 
 

Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Assisting the Ministry Vivian Riffle 
Lay Reader Vivian Riffel 
Prayer Leader Vivian Riffel 
Greeter Shirley Gleim 
Altar Committee Debbie Clevenger, Cindy Oakes 
Council President Rick Williams 

Coming Events 
 

Sunday, January 4 at 9:15 a.m. Lite Breakfast and fellowship 
 

Sunday, January 11immediately after worship Annual Congregational Meet-
ing  

 

Sunday, January 18 at 11 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 
Sunday, January 4 at 9:15 a.m. 

Lite Breakfast and fellowship 
 

Sunday, January 11 
Annual Congregational Meeting 


