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December 7, 2024 
SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

 
 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
 
Prelude 
 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you with our whole 
heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Entrance Hymn Oh, Come, Oh, Come Emmanuel #34 

 
 
 
+ Apostolic Greeting   

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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+ Kyrie  (Luke 17:13) 
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Light the second candle 
 
Hymn Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah #630 
Verse 1 & 2 sung during the lighting of the candle. 

(after song continue with the prayer.) 
 
+ Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you 
All: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By 
his coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
Choir Anthem  

 
Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

 

 1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2 The spirit of the Lඈඋൽ shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lඈඋൽ. 
 3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lඈඋൽ. 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
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  or decide by what his ears hear, 
 4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
  and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
 the calf and the lion will feed together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9 They will not hurt or destroy 
  on all my holy mountain, 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lඈඋൽ 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
  10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the       
 nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.  

 
 

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 
 

4 Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have 
hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together 
you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the 
glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised 
on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given 
to the ancestors 9 and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written, 
 “Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10 and again he says, 
 “Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 
11 and again, 
 “Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12 and again Isaiah says, 
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
 in him the gentiles shall hope.” 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
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+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

+ The Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him 
in the River Jordan, confessing their sins. 
  7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his 
baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume 
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
  11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after 
me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but 
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  

 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon  Pastor Francis 
 

Silence For Reflection 
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Hymn of the Day On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist Cry #744 

 
 Apostles’ Creed 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  
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+ Prayers of the People 
P In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting 

your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.  

 
A brief silence. 
 
P With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite 

hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity 
among peoples. God of grace  

C hear our prayer. 
P With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day 

when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways 
humanity and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony 

with one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for 
our partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and 
Lutheran Disaster Response. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in 

the face of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of those 
recovering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to 

overcome all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, 
may we serve in the way of Christ. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P “Raise up and send to us our next pastor (deacon). We pray for our call 

committee, that your wisdom will rest upon them, that they may know and 
recognize the person you are sending. Grant us patience and faith as we wait.  
Amen”  

 “We pray for the our call committee as they continue their work, that they may 
know your will, and have the faith and courage to follow your leading.”  

 “Grant that your Holy Spirit may rest upon our call committee as they listen 
for your will. Grant us patience and hope that comes by faith in you.” God of 
grace  

C hear our prayer. 
P With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially 

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the 
hope of the Holy Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel .  
C Amen. 
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+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 
 
Offering 
 
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 

   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 
+ The Prayer 

P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 
selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty and 
everliving God. You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day 
when he comes again to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with 
the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn: 

 
(Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9) 
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P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
P Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 
P Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 
C Christ has risen. 
C Christ will come again. 
 
P With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
C Come, Lord Jesus. 
 
P Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
C Come, Holy Spirit. 
 
P All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
One God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 



13 

The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9:13 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 

 
 
       John 1:29 

 
The Holy Communion 
 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
 

The communicant may say: Amen 
 

Stand 
 

 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle    Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise   #204 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer  Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life;and we pray that in your 
mercy you would strengthen us through this gift,in faith toward you and 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
 
 
 
+ The Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 + In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn Prepare the Royal Highway       #26
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
SERVING TODAY 

 
Organist Kendra Hughes 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader James Hayman 
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Wendy Queen, Julie Gleim 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 

here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 

 
TODAY IS THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, the second Sunday of 

the new Church year. Advent is the season, (the four Sundays before 
Christmas) when we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Messiah, 
Immanuel, God with us as a person like ourselves. The liturgical color of 
Advent blue. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly 
Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Linda Martin, Rena 
McIntyre, Bill Culver, Melaine Hawk, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford, Nicholas 
Young, Jason Pierce, Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Joanne Oakes, Vivian 
Riffel, Donnie Hixon, The Congregation of the Mountain Church in 
Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we 
hold privately in our hearts. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 

 
GIVING TREE GIFTS should be returned to the church by today Sunday, 

December 7.  You may wrap each gift separately and place in a bag with 
the family letter and the information card on the outside of the bag. 
Questions, please call or see Vicki Floyd at  740-357-5837. 

 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14  Blessing of Blankets. 
 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER will be on Sunday, December 14 

immediately following worship.  Please join us for a potluck/ carry-in 
dinner. Caroling to our shut-ins will follow the dinner. 

 
CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM practice is today, during 

Children’s Church.  We will also practice next Sunday, December 14 
during Children’s Church. 

 
POINTSETTIA ORDERS are due on next Sunday, December 14. 
 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 CHRISTMAS EVE  7:00 p.m. we will have 

our Christmas Eve Festival Candlelight Service.  This very special time of 
worship features scriptures and carols that help us celebrate the birth of the 
One who saves us, Emmanuel. 

 

CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders will be Sunday, December 
14and January 11 at 9:00 a.m.  We will meet downstairs in the library 
Sunday School room. 

 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is Sunday, January 11 

immediately after worship. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Second Sunday in Advent 
 9:00 a.m.  Lite Breakfast 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
  Children Program Practice  during Children’s Church 
 
Tuesday 
 10:00  a.m. Blanket Project 
 
Wednesday  
 7:00p.m. Choir Practice 
 
Next Sunday—Third Sunday in Advent 
 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Blessing of the Blankets 
  Children Program Practice  during Children’s Church 
 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 

 
 

Attendance 
2025 Average 62 
2024 Average: 62 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, December14  
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader Renee Basham 
Prayer Leader Renee Basham 
Greeter Shane & Kara Tieman 
Altar Committee Wendy Queen, Julie Gleim 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

 
CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 

BIRTHDAYS: Jon Bailey, Travis Gleim, Sean Little, Derrick Gleim, Autumn 
Hunt, Barb Redmond, Gary Gleim, Larry Gleim, Barbara Willis, Katie 
Wroblewski, Colton Stafford 

BAPTISMS:  Sonny Mullins, Nick Williams, Nancy Williams, Guy Sommer, 
Alice Maggard, Theodore Neal 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, December 7 at 9:00 a.m. Join us for a lite breakfast and fellowship. 
Sunday, December 7 during Children’s Children, Christmas program practice 

 

Tuesday, December 9 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
Sunday, December 14 during Children’s Children, Christmas program prac-

tice 
Sunday, December 14 during worship Blessing of the Blankets 
Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 

Followed by caroling 
 

Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
 

Sunday, January 11 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Sunday, January 11 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Congregational Meeting  
 

Sunday, January 18 Church Council Meeting 
 

 
Sunday, December 14 

Blessing of the Blankets 
Annual Christmas Dinner immediately after worship  

Following dinner Caroling 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Children’s Christmas Program during worship. 

 
Join us Wednesday,  

December 24 
At 7:00 p.m. for our annual 

Christmas Eve Festival Service  
of Candlelight and Holy Communion 

 
Sunday, January 11 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Immediately following worship. 


