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November 23, 2025 
CHRIST THE KING SUNDDAY 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
Prelude 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 
P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Entrance Hymn Crown Him With Many Crowns #170 
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+ Apostolic Greeting   
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

 
+ Call to Worship 

 

Adapted from Psalm 47:1-2, 5-6, NRSV 
P: Clap your hands, all you peoples; 
C: shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
P: For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, 
C: a great king over all the earth. 
P: God has gone up with a shout, 
C: the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
P: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
C: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 
+ Prayer of the Day 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you 
 
All: O God, our true life, to serve you is freedom, and to know you is 
unending joy. We worship you, we glorify you, we give thanks to you for 
your great glory. Abide with us, reign in us, and make this world into a fit 
habitation for your divine majesty, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 

 
Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
Choir We Thank You, Lord 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1 Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says 
the Lord. 2 Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and 
have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to 
you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant 
of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them 
back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up 
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall no longer fear or be 
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 
  5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David 
a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall execute 
justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The Lord is 
our righteousness.”  
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Psalm: 46 
 

P 1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
C 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
P 3though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
C 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
P 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
 God shall help it at the break of day. 
C 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
 God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
P 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
C 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
 what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
P 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
 who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,  
 and burns the shields with fire. 
C 10"Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
 I will be exalted among the nations; 
 I will be exalted in the earth." 
P 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 
Second Reading: Colossians 1:11-20 

 

11 May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 
power, so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 
in the light. 13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us 
into the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
  15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16 for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in 
everything. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth 
or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.  
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+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

 
+ The Gospel: Luke 23:33-43 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 23rd chapter. 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 [[Then Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast 
lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders 
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah 
of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and 
offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save 
yourself!” 38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the 
Jews.” 
  39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting 
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 He replied, 
“Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Pursley 
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Hymn of the Day All Hail the Power #328 

+ Apostles’ Creed 
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together 

in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  

 
 
+ Prayers of the People 

P Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need.  

 
A brief silence. 
 
P We pray for the church in the world, its leaders, and its mission to share the 

good news of healing and restoration. Inspire us to embody the beloved 
community in ways that faithfully witness to the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P We pray for the trembling mountains and glad streams of creation. Preserve 

and renew your coastlines, deep seas, forests, and grasslands. Guide all who 
tend flocks or care for creatures of all kinds. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P We pray for leaders and advocates in government, civic life, and public safety. 

Support equity across the globe, and heal division with accountability and 
truth. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P We pray for any who are hungry, living in poverty or desperation, weary in 

body or spirit, or sick (especially). Comfort all in need of your tender care. 
Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P We pray for this part of the body of Christ gathered around word and 

sacrament. Bring us into authentic community where all ages are valued and 
experience God’s faithfulness together. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making 

ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one 
another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new 
shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new 
tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.   
P We give thanks for all who have died in faith (especially). May we remember 

them faithfully until we are gathered with you in the paradise you promise. 
Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and 

unyielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
C Amen. 
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Parish Announcements 
 
 
 
Offering 
 
 
 
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

 
 
 
+ The Prayer 
 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who 
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the host 
on heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
                                       Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer                                                       Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each 
communicant: 
 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer       Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 
us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that in your 
mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward you and in 
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
 
 
+ The Benediction  Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 + In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn            Now Thank We All Our God                        #534 

+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
SERVING TODAY 

 
Organist Kendra Hughes 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffle 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader James Hayman 
Greeter James &Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Sherry Mullins, Vicki Floyd 
Council President  Rick Williams 
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WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you 
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest 
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR:   Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Kay Staker, Kimberly 
Tolliver, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Linda Martin, Rena 
McIntyre, Bill Culver, Melaine Hawk, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford, Nicholas 
Young, Jason Pierce, Beth Miller, Jane Staker, Joanne Oakes, Vivian 
Riffel, The Congregation of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen, 
Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we hold privately 
in our hearts. 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 

 
THE FAMILY OF MIKE FITCH would like to thank the members of St. 

John for their generous donation. The Fitch family lost their home in a 
devastating fire, and they are extremely grateful for all of the blessings that 
have be bestowed on them during this difficult time. 

 
CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. 
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders will be Sunday, November 
23, 30 and December 14 at 9:00 a.m.  We will meet downstairs in the 
library Sunday School room. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Christ the King Sunday 
 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
 
Wednesday 
 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 
Next Sunday—First Sunday of Advent 
 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Attendance 
2025 Average 62 
2024 Average: 62 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, November 30 
 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader Dawn Scott 
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Sherry Mullins, Vicki Floyd 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 
CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 

 

BIRTHDAYS: Karyn Smith, Scarlett Wilson, Chris Parish, Brian Ramey 

BAPTISMS:  Brett Oakes, Brian Oakes, Jonathan Bailey, Elizabeth Bailey 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, November 23  at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, November 30 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, December 7 at 9:00 a.m. Join us for a lite breakfast and fellowship. 
 

Tuesday, December 9 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project 
 

Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class 
Sunday, December 14 during worship Blessing of the Blankets 
Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 

Followed by caroling 
 

Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

 
Sunday, December 14 

Blessing of the Blankets 
Annual Christmas Dinner immediately after worship  

Following dinner Caroling 
 

Join us Wednesday,  
December 24 

At 7:00 p.m. for our annual 
Christmas Eve Festival Service  

of Candlelight and Holy Communion 
 

Sunday, January 11 
Annual Congregational Meeting 
Immediately following worship. 
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