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October 5, 2025
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

October 26, 2025
REFORMATION SUNDAY

On this date in 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 Theses (propositions) on the
door of the Wittenberg Castle Church as an invitation to debate the sale of
indulgences for forgiveness. That event sparked a reform movement that
eventually led to a Lutheran church and separate denominations. While there
is much sorrow in the disunity which the Reformation caused, Luther did
establish the idea that the Church is always in need of reform in the light of the
gospel. Luther's primary principal that Christians are justified by God's grace
through faith in Christ has also found universal acceptance among
denominations. Today we pray for church unity, for the purity of God's word,
and for a church that is always open to reform and the guidance of the Holy
Spirit

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?
All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.
Prelude

+ Confession and Forgiveness

Stand The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection and self-examination.



P Most merciful God,

C  we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you with our whole
heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

+ Entrance Hymn A Mighty Fortress Is Our God #229
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutherarn Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

+ Apostolic Greeting
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.

Reformation Litany

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.
Ephesians 2:8-9 New International Version

I see God's grace

Given for me.

Grace to grow,

Grace to fail,

Grace to persist,

Grace to refrain,

Grace to change,

Grace to tarry,

Grace to live,

Grace to die,

I see God's grace

The grace of love and salvation.
Grace is ours through Christ, our Lord.
Grace is ours. Amen!

Grace is ours to receive with joy.
Grace is ours. Amen!

Grace and peace to you through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
And also to you.

(Share the peace of the Lord)

APQATQATQATQATQATQATQATAQT



+ Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.
C  And also with you

All: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times
of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever..
Amen

Children’s Sermon
Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. **It will not be like the
covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring
them out of the land of Eg}/pt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their
husband, says the LORD. ~*But this is the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my
people. **No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the
LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says
the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Psalm: 46

P 'God is our refuge and strength,

a very present help in trouble.

>Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,

and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;

’though its waters rage and foam,

and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,

the holy habitation of the Most High.

>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;

God shall help it at the break of day.

SThe nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;

God speaks, and the earth melts away.

"The LORD of hosts is with us;

the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

®Come now, regard the works of the LORD,

what desolations God has brought upon the earth;

P °behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
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C '""Be still, then, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth."

P ""The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. “’For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

2But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and
is attested by the law and the prophets, “*the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; **they are now %'ustiﬁed by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; **it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

?"Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. *For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

+ Alleluia Verse John 6:68
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+ The Gospel: John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.
C  Glory to you, O Lord.



3!Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word,

you are tml;/ my disciples; **and you will know the truth, and th
you free." ?

e truth will make

They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You will be made free'?"

#Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who
slave to sin. >>The slave does not have a permanent place in the h

commits sin is a
ousehold; the son

has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed."

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Pursley
Hymn of the Day Amazing Grace #448
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Text: John Newton, 1725-1807
Music: NEW BRITAIN, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
+ APOSTLES’ CREED
P God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together

in trust and hope, we confess our faith.
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.*
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

+ Prayers of the People
P Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and
all creation.

A brief silence.

P Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by
your word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all
creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of
grace,

receive our prayer.

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide
those who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for
endangered species throughout the world. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the
norm on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and
justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and purpose. God of
grace,

C receive our prayer.

T A

T A

P Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who
are incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment
insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill (especially).
Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to
understanding and reconciliation between people of other faiths and other
Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds
we have caused one another. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

A

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making

ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one

another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new

shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new

tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints

(especially Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt). Give us

hope in your son’s victory through the cross. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

T A

Parish Announcements

Offering
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35
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+ The Prayer
P Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love.
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Lift up your  hearts.  We lift them to  the Lord.

Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who
on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9
Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:17-20
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Mark 14:22-24, 1Corinthians 11:23-26

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,

that all those who believe in him

should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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John 1:29
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Holy Communion

As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each
communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: Amen Music during the Communion:
Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen



+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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+ Post Communion Prayer Romans 5:5

P Letus pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed
us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that in your
mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward you and in
fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

+ The Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

+ In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen
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+ Closing Hymn The Church’s One Foundation #369
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876
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+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.

Children Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

+Stand as you are able

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

SERVING TODAY

Organist Kendra Hughes
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffle
Lay Reader Renee Basham
Prayer Leader Renee Basham
Greeter

Altar Committee Sherry Mullins, Vicki Floyd
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you
are here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest
book in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION. St John
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be
brought forward for a blessing.

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism.

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.
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LET US PRAY FOR: Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Barb Coakley, Kay
Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Barbara Redmond, Brian & Carol Hicks,
Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Michael Copeland, Linda
Martin, Jane Bussler, Rena Mclntyre, Bill Culver, Melaine Hawk, Mike
Mucha, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford, Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, Beth
Miller, Jane Staker, Joanne Oakes, Lora Link, Vivian Riffel, The
Congregation of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the
members of our armed forces, and those we hold privately in our hearts.

WE WELCOME Pastor Bill Pursley as he brings us God’s Word as our guest
preacher this morning. May God bless us all with the love and spiritual
gifts of this very special disciple of Christ.

PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search
for a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey.

BLANKET PROJECT meets Tuesday at 10:00 .a.m. Everyone is welcome.

CHOIR PRACTICE on Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

CONFIRMATION CLASS for 7th and 8th graders is the 2nd and 4th Sunday
of each month. The next class is Sunday, November 9 at 9:00 a.m. We
will meet downstairs in the library Sunday School room.

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK
BIRTHDAYS: Tom Rase, Glenn Rase, Alex DeGonzague, Chris Allen
BAPTISMS: Shaun Allen, Shane Allen, Sherry Mullins, Jane Bussler
ANNIVERSARIES: Bethany & Marc Thackston

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.
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This Week at St. John

Today—Reformation Sunday
10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion

Tuesday
10:00 a.m. Blanket Project

Wednesday
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Next Sunday—A/l Saints Sunday
9:00 a.m. Lite Breakfast to Honor our Veterans
10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion—Honoring our Veterans

Attendance
2025 Average 62
2024 Average: 62
Serving Next Sunday, November 2

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel
Lay Reader Sherry Mullins
Prayer Leader Sherry Mullins
Greeter
Altar Committee Sherry Mullins, Vicki Floyd
Council President Rick Williams

St. John Lutheran Church Directory — Available Online October 26

We’re pleased to announce that the St. John Lutheran Church Directory will be
available online beginning October 26.

Accessing the Directory

You can access the directory on your computer by

visiting members.instantchurchdirectory.com and entering your email address as
it appears in the directory.

Click “Send Secure Sign-In Link”, then check your email for the message from
Instant Church Directory and select the “Log In to Instant Church

Directory” button to access your account.

A free mobile app is also available through the Apple App Store and Google
Play Store—simply search for Instant Church Directory to download it.
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Important: For security reasons, only members whose email addresses
are on file may log in.

If you have not yet shared your email address with Amy, please do so to
gain online access.

Paper Copies

If you are not comfortable using a computer or smartphone, a printed copy of the direc-
tory can be provided upon request.

Benefits of the Online Directory

e Always Up-to-Date: Automatically syncs in real time, ensuring members and
staff always have the latest information.

e  Mobile Access: Conveniently access the directory on your phone or through the
secure online member portal.

e Secure Login: Only authorized members can view contact information, protect-
ing everyone’s privacy.

e Enhanced Connection: Helps members put names to faces, connect with one
another, and stay informed about church groups and ministries.

e Automatic Listings: Birthdays and anniversaries are automatically compiled
and can be viewed in the app or printed version.
°

Directory Administration

Amy Fraulini serves as the Online Directory Administrator. Updates can be made at any
time—whether you’ve moved, added a family member, or wish to update your photo.
Please review your information for accuracy and contact Amy with any updates or cor-
rections:

k Phone: 740-821-1590

Email: afraulini@gmail.com

If you haven’t yet provided your email address, please do so as soon as possible so it can
be added. Some members have not yet responded—it’s not too late! Everyone is encour-
aged to participate in this wonderful tool that helps us stay connected as a church family.

Thank you,

Amy Fraulini
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Coming Events

Sunday, October 26 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Sunday, October 26 Reformation Sunday—Holy Communion

Tuesday, October 28 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 29 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, November 2 at 9:00 a.m. Lite Breakfast in honor of our Veterans
Sunday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. Veterans Sunday

Tuesday, November 4 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, November 5 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, November 9 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Sunday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. St. John’s 150th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Potluck/carry-in dinner

Tuesday, November 11 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council
Tuesday, November 18 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, November 23 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, December 14 at 9:00 a.m. Confirmation Class
Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner
Followed by caroling

Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

Honoring Our Veterans

Sunday, November 2
At 9:00 a.m. Lite breakfast.
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