


St. John Lutheran Church

Powellsville

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road

Franklin Furnace, Ohio 45629-8937

Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com

September 7, 2025
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

Leader: People of St. John, what is our purpose?
All: To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and
to serve where the Spirit leads us.

Prelude

+ Confession and Forgiveness
Stand The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P Inthe name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand Silence for reflection and self-examination.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

C Amen



+ Entrance Hymn Be Thou My Vision #776
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Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary L. Byrne, 1880-1931: vers. Lleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.

Music: SLANL, Irish tune

+ Apostolic Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C  And also with you.



+ Kyrie (Luke 17:13)
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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+Hymn of Praise Glory to God Luke 2:14, John 1:29 & Rev. 15:4
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+ Prayer of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

C  And also with you.

P Let us pray. . .Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual
help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify
your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen

Children’s Sermon
Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20

15 «See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16

If you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. 17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to
bow down to other gods and serve them, 8 1 declare to you today that you shall
certainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan
to enter and possess. 191 call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you
and your descendants may live, 2 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.”



Second Reading: Philemon 1-21

! Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, ? to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church in your house:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord J gsus Christ.

* 1 thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, because I hear
of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. °1 pray that
the partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the
good that we share in Christ. ” I have indeed received much joy and
encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command
you to do the right thing, * yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—
and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 107
am appeahng to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during
my imprisonment. ** Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful
to you and to me. *? I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. ** I
wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during
my 1mprlsonment for the gospel * but I preferred to do nothing without your
consent 1n order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something
forced. * Perhaps this is the reason he was s 6parated from you for a while, so that
you might have him back for the long term, = no longer as a slave but more than
a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in
the flesh and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome

me. '8 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to

me 19 I, Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing
about your owing me even your own self. 2% Yes, brother let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. > Confident of your obedience,
I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask.

+ Alleluia Verse John 6:68
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+ The Gospel: Luke 14:25-33

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 14th chapter.

C  Glory to you, O Lord.

2> Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to
them, 2° “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my discigle. 27

Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.

%8 For

which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 2° Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30
saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king,
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him
with twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of you
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C  Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon Pastor Mike Hout
Silence For Reflection
Hymn of the Day Take My Life, That I May Be #406
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take my mo-ments and my days;
take my feet and let them be
take my lips and let them be
take my in - tel - lect, and use
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let them flow

in cease-less praise.
swift and beau - ti - ful for thee.
filled with mes - sag - es from thee.

ev - ry powr as thou shalt choose.
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5 Take my will and make it thine;
it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is thine own;
it shall be thy royal throne.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: PATMOS, William H. Havergal, 1793-1870

+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

P Let us pray.

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour
at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be
ever, only, all for thee.

P Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in

need.

A brief silence.

P We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to
your love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the

forces of death. God of grace,
C receive our prayer.

P We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain
farmlands, animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and
shield coastlands from rising seas. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and
compassion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further
the common good. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). May
they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead
us to be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P

We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith.

Refresh our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray
that our sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace,

C  receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making
ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one
another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new
shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new
tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints.
Surround them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your
loving embrace. God of grace,

C receive our prayer.

P We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our
redeemer and friend. .

C Amen.

+ The Peace [shared among the congregation]

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C  And also with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Peace be with you R Peace be with you.

Parish Announcements

Offering
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord
1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35
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+ The Prayer
P Let us pray. Merciful Father,
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—
our selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious

love. Receive them for the sake of him who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

+ The Great Thanksgiving
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ
our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, [on this day,] as he
had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen
disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the
Church on earth and the host of heaven, we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:

Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9
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Matthew 26:26-28, Luke 22:17-20

Mark 14:22-24, 1Corinthians 11:23-26
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.

In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,

that all those who believe in him

should not perish, but have eternal life.
We give thanks to you

for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,

that we may receive our Lord with a living faith

as he comes to us in his holy supper.

C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen
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John 1:29
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Holy Communion
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant:

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.

The communicant may say: Amen Music during the Communion:
Stand

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
C Amen
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord
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+ Post Communion Prayer Romans 5:5

P  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C Amen

+ The Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
+In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen

14



+ Closing Hymn Onward Christian Soldiers #509
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+ Dismissal

P Go in peace.

Children Serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
Postlude

+Stand as you are able

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright 1978
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L

SERVING TODAY

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel
Lay Reader Dawn Scott
Prayer Leader Sherry Mullins
Greeter

Altar Committee Amy Fraulini, Kelly Skipworth
Council President Rick Williams

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon.

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION. St John
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be
brought forward for a blessing.

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism.

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament. And whoever believes
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins.

WE WELCOME Pastor Michael Hout as he brings us God’s Word as our
guest preacher this morning. May God bless us all with the love and
spiritual gifts of this very special disciple of Christ. He serve ed as St.
John’s pastor from 1986-1989.
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LET US PRAY FOR: Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Barb Coakley, Kay
Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Barbara Redmond, Brian & Carol Hicks, Tim
Coldiron, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Michael Copeland,
Linda Martin, Jane Bussler, Rena MclIntyre, Bill Culver, Brenda Moore,
Melaine Hawk, Don Moeser, Mike Mucha, Patty Poole, Kent Gifford,
Nicholas Young, Jason Pierce, Beth Miller, The Congregation of the
Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed
forces, and those we hold privately in our hearts

PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search
for a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey.

This Week at St. John

Today—Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 am. Worship—Holy Communion—Pastor Mike Hout preaching

11:00 a.m. Reception

Next Sunday—Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
10:00 a.m. Worship
11:00 am. Church Council Meeting

Attendance
2025 Average 62
2024 Average: 62
Serving Next Sunday, September 14

Organist Leigh Ann Henry
Lay Reader Shane Tieman
Prayer Leader Kara Tieman
Greeter
Altar Committee Amy Fraulini, Kelly Skipworth
Council President Rick Williams

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK
BIRTHDAYS: Cheyenne Otworth, Sonny Mullins, Maria Fraulini, Owen
Ramey
BAPTISMS: Mark Gleim, Laura Briggs, Tegyn Adams, Jacob Clevenger,
Ashton Mullins, Nathan Riehl
ANNIVERSARIES: Jim & Barb Larter

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you
to the list.
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Coming Events

Sunday, September 7 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Mike Hout preaching
Reception following worship.

Tuesday, September 9 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, September 10 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, September 14 at 9:00 a.m. Catechism Class
Tuesday, September 16 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, September 17 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, September 21 at 10:00 a.m. we special music by Jacob Tolliver
Reception following worship.
Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Tuesday, September 23 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, September 24 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Dennis King preaching
Reception following worship.

Tuesday, September 30 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 1 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Janet Hatch preaching
Reception following worship.

Tuesday, October 7 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 8 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, October 11 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Sunday, October 14 at 10:00 a.m. Honoring Our 1st Responders
Tuesday, October 7 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 15 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting
Tuesday, October 21 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 22 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Tuesday, October 7 at 10:00 a.m. Blanket Project
Wednesday, October 28 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Sunday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. Veterans Sunday
Wednesday, November 5 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
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Sunday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. St. John’s 150th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Potluck/carry-in dinner

Wednesday, November 12 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner
Followed by caroling

Wednesday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting

Wednesday, December 3 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Wednesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice
Wednesday, December 17 at 7:00 p.m. Choir Practice

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service

Honoring Our First Responder
Sunday, October 12

Honoring Our Veterans

Sunday, November 2

St. John’s
150th Anniversary
Celebration

Sunday, November 9
Potluck/carry-in dinner immediately following worship.

Sunday, December 14

Blessing of the Blankets
Annual Christmas Dinner immediately after worship
Following dinner Caroling

Join us Wednesday,
December 24

At 7:00 p.m. for our annual
Christmas Eve Festival Service
of Candlelight and Holy Communion
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