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August, 24, 2025 
ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Service of the Word 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 

 
 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
 
+ GATHERING SONG Morning Has Broken #556 

St. John Lutheran Church 
Powellsville 

5600 Junior Furnace-Powellsville Road 
Franklin Furnace, Ohio  45629-8937 

Church 740-574-8028 or email: stjohn1875@gmail.com 
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+ GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Corinthians 13:13) 
C And also with you. 
P You are the treasured people of the Lord, 
C a people holy to the Lord our God. 
P Keep the words of the Lord in your heart; teach them to your children, 
P Talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when 

you lie down and when you rise. 
P One does not live by bread alone, 
C but by every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 

 
+ SCRIPTURE SONG 
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+ PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
C O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures 
surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give us 
strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of human 
sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. .  Amen. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The Lඈඋൽ will guide you continually 
  and satisfy your needs in parched places 
  and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water 
  whose waters never fail. 
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, 
  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 
 if you call the Sabbath a delight 
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  and the holy day of the Lඈඋൽ honorable; 
 if you honor it, not going your own ways, 
  serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; 
 14 then you shall take delight in the Lඈඋൽ, 
  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 
 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 
  for the mouth of the Lඈඋൽ has spoken.  

 
PSALM: 103:1-8 

 
P 1 Bless the Lඈඋൽ, O my soul, 
 and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
C 2 Bless the Lඈඋൽ, O my soul, 
 and forget not all God’s benefits— 
P 3 who forgives all your sins 
 and heals all your diseases; 
C 4 who redeems your life from the grave 
 and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy; 
P 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
 so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
C 6 O Lඈඋൽ, you provide vindication 
 and justice for all who are oppressed. 
P 7 You made known your ways to Moses 
 and your works to the children of Israel. 
C 8 Lඈඋൽ, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
 slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29 
 

18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 20 
(For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the 
mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the 
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal 
gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. 
  25 See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape 
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we 
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26 At that time his voice 
shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the 
earth but also the heaven.” 27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal 
of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let 
us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with 
reverence and awe, 29 for indeed our God is a consuming fire.  
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+ GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
 
+ THE GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17 

 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 13th chapter. 
 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 

And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for 
eighteen years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. 12 
When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from 
your ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up 
straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the synagogue, indignant 
because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are 
six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be cured and 
not on the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You 
hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from 
the manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this woman, a daughter of 
Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this 
bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he said this, all his opponents were put 
to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being 
done by him  
 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
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SERMON     Linda Kruse 
 
SILENCE FOR REFLECTION 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Healer of Every Ill      #738 

BLESSING OF SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
 
+ RESPONSE TO THE WORD: CREED AND CONFESSION 

 

P In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. 
C We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy 

Spirit.     (Ephesians 1:13-14) 
 

P Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  creator of heaven and earth.  
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 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
   and born of the virgin Mary.  
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died, and was buried.  
  He descended into hell.*  
  On the third day he rose again.  
  He ascended into heaven,  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen  

 

P Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
C pray in the Holy Spirit.      (Jude 20) 
 

P Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
C look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ.     (Jude 21) 
 

P If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
C Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!              
 (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

P God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. 
C Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self examination. 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins,  known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that 
we may live and serve you in newness  of life, to the honor and glory of 
your holy name; through Jesus Christ our  Lord.  Amen 

 

P Almighty God have mercy on you, 
forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen 
 
+ PEACE 

P Sisters and brothers, rejoice. Mend your ways, encourage one another, agree 
with one another, live in peace. (2 Corinthians 13:11) 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
The ministers and congregation may greet one another with a gesture of peace, 
using these or similar words:  
Peace be with you. 
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
 
+ OFFERTORY  

 
 
 
+ OFFERTORY PRAYER  

 

P Let us pray. 

P God, our Creator, 
C you open wide your hand and satisfy the desire of every creature.  With 

these gifts we bless you for your tender nurture and care.  Help us to 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
P Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God 

is near  
 
 

A brief silence. 
 
 

P You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give wisdom 
to bishops, synod councils and staff, and congregation leaders (leaders may be 
named) as they pursue a more just and equitable church and society. Hear us, 
O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
 
P You inspire all creation to sing and bless your holy name. Send healing rains 

to parched places and relief to flooded lands. Lead us to enact policies to 
rebuild ruined ecosystems and habitats. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the 

resolve of world leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so 
that all persons may experience abundant life. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P You work vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. Strengthen the 

resolve of world leaders and local officials in the way of love and mercy, so 
that all persons may experience abundant life. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P You call us to delight in the sabbath. Invigorate worship planners and leaders 

with creativity to aid this assembly in fresh and faithful prayer and praise. 
Enable all who gather here to be nourished and renewed. Hear us, O God  

C Your mercy is great.  
 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
 

P “Raise up and send to us our next pastor (deacon). We pray for our call 
committee, that your wisdom will rest upon them, that they may know and 
recognize the person you are sending. Grant us patience and faith as we wait.  
Amen”  

 “We pray for the our call committee as they continue their work, that they may 
know your will, and have the faith and courage to follow your leading.”  

 “Grant that your Holy Spirit may rest upon our call committee as they listen 
for your will. Grant us patience and hope that comes by faith in you.” Hear us, 
O God,  

C Your mercy is great.  
P With (Bartholomew and) all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give 

thanks and bless your holy name. As they now rest from their labors, guide us 
by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign, which can never be shaken. 
Hear us, O God  

C Your mercy is great.  
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P With (Bartholomew and) all your apostles, prophets, and saints, we give 
thanks and bless your holy name. As they now rest from their labors, 
guide us by the witness of their lives to pursue your reign, which can 
never be shaken. Hear us, O God  

C Amen. 
 
 
 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

 
 
+ THE LORD’S PRAYER  (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 

C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 
 
 
 
+ BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
C Amen 
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+ SENDING SONG How Great Thou Art   #532 
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace.  
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able 
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 
Organist Kendra Hughes 
Lay Reader Brian Oakes 
Prayer Leader Brian Oakes 
Greeter Shirley Gleim 
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Barb Coakley, Kay 
Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Barbara Redmond, Brian & Carol Hicks, Tim 
Coldiron, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Michael Copeland, 
Linda Martin, Jane Bussler, Rena McIntyre, Bill Culver, Brenda Moore, 
Melaine Hwak, The Congregation of the Mountain Church in 
Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we 
hold privately in our hearts 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
 
Today—Eleventh Sunday of Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 
Next Sunday—Twelfth Sunday of Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Attendance 
 

2025 Average 62 
2024 Average 62 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, August 31 
 

Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader  
Greeter  
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
BIRTHDAYS: Barry Gleim, Erika Riffe, Sadie Tieman, Jane Bussler, Cathy 

Gleim 

BAPTISMS:  Arabella Ruggles, Sue Williams 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, September 7 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Mike Hout preaching 
 

Sunday, September 21 at 10:00 a.m. we special music by Jacob Tolliver 
Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Sunday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Dennis King preaching 
 

Sunday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Janet Hatch preaching 
 

Sunday, October 11  at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. Honoring Our 1st Responders 
 

Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. Veterans Sunday 
 

Sunday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. St. John’s 150th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Potluck/carry-in dinner 

 

Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 
Followed by caroling 

 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
 

Back To School Sunday/ 
Prayer Buddies 

Today 
 

Honoring Our First Responder 
Sunday, October 12 

 
Honoring Our Veterans 

Sunday, November 2 
 

St. John’s 
150th Anniversary  

Celebration 
Sunday, November 9 

Potluck/carry-in dinner immediately following worship. 
 


