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Powellsville 
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Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 17, 2025 
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August 17, 2025 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Entrance Hymn Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross      #335 

 
+ Apostolic Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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+ Kyrie  (Luke 17:13) 
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+Hymn of Praise Glory to God Luke 2:14, John 1:29 & Rev. 15:4 
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+ Prayer of the Day 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. . .O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, 
and you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand 
with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your servants and 
prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 
Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
 
First Reading:  Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 

23 Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? 24 Who can hide 
in secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven and 
earth? says the Lord. 25 I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy 
lies in my name, saying, “I have dreamed! I have dreamed!” 26 How long? Will 
the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy lies and who 
prophesy the deceit of their own heart? 27 They plan to make my people forget my 
name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as their ancestors forgot my 
name for Baal. 28 Let the prophet who has a dream tell the dream, but let the one 
who has my word speak my word faithfully. What has straw in common with 
wheat? says the Lord. 29 Is not my word like fire, says the Lord, and like a 
hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?  



7 

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:29—12:2 
 

29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls 
of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith Rahab the 
prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had 
received the spies in peace. 
  32 And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 
Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through 
faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the 
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, 
were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. 35 Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, 
refusing to accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 36 Others 
suffered mocking and flogging and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were 
stoned to death; they were sawn in two; they were killed by the sword; they went 
about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented 38 of whom the 
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains and in caves and 
holes in the ground. 
  39 Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive 
what was promised, 40 since God had provided something better so that they 
would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
  12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with 
perseverance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne 
of God.  

 
 
 

+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 
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+ The Gospel:  Luke 12:49-56 
 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12th chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 49 “I have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were 
already ablaze! 50 I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint 
I am under until it is completed! 51 Do you think that I have come to bring peace 
to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From now on five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53 they will be 
divided: 
 father against son 
  and son against father, 
 mother against daughter 
  and daughter against mother, 
 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
  54 He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 
immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,’ and so it happens. 55 And when you see the 
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat,’ and it happens. 56 
You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but 
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Francis 

 
 
 
Silence For Reflection 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day Precious Lord, Take My Hand #731 

Please use your Blue With One Voice hymnal for hymn #731. 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
P Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God 

is near.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

P Raise up faithful leaders for your church around the world. Inspire global 
missionaries (missionaries sponsored by this congregation may be named) 
with a spirit of accompaniment, as they walk alongside our partners in the 
gospel in solidarity, interdependence, and mutuality. Hear us, O God.  

C hear our prayer. 
P Safeguard rivers and lakes (local water sources may be named) from 

pollution. Sustain the work of conservationists, policy makers, and advocacy 
groups seeking to protect fresh water sources. Hear us, O God  

C Your mercy is great.  
P Bridge divisions across partisan lines. Strengthen cooperative efforts among 

lawmakers (local elected officials may be named) who enact policies that 
protect our neighbors who are most vulnerable. Hear us, O God  

C Your mercy is great.  
P Embrace all who suffer in isolation: for those who are incarcerated or 

detained, those who are fleeing from unsafe environments, and those who are 
sick or homebound (especially). Reassure them of your care in all times and 
places. Hear us, O God  

C Your mercy is great.  
P Guide the leaders of this congregation. In these late summer weeks, inspire 

their planning for a new program year ahead. Kindle in us a spirit of 
collaboration and support for their work. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making 

ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one 
another, and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new 
shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new 
tomorrow you desire for St. John Lutheran Church. Lord in Your Mercy,  

C Your mercy is great.  
P With thanksgiving, we remember the cloud of witnesses who surround us. By 

the example of their faith, enable us to run with perseverance the race set 
before us, until that day when we join their unending praise. Hear us, O God.  

C Your mercy is great.  
P Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one 

who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion .  
C Amen. 
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+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 
 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
 
Parish Announcements 
 
Offering 
 
+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

 
+ The Prayer 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive 
them for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ 
our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, [on this day,] as he 
had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen 
disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the host of heaven,  we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 
 
                         Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 



13 

John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer       Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
 
+ The Benediction          Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 +In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn Jesus Shall Reign #530 
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader  
Greeter James & Kym Hayman 
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Barb Coakley, Kay 
Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Barbara Redmond, Brian & Carol Hicks, Tim 
Coldiron, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Michael Copeland, 
Linda Martin, Jane Bussler, Rena McIntyre, Bill Culver, Brenda Moore, 
Melaine Hwak, The Congregation of the Mountain Church in 
Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our armed forces, and those we 
hold privately in our hearts 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 
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This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Tenth Sunday after  Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
 11:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
 
Next Sunday—Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Attendance 
2025 Average 63 
2024 Average: 62 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, August 24 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader Brian Oakes 
Prayer Leader Brian Oakes 
Greeter Shirley Gleim 
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
BIRTHDAYS: Mark Gleim, Danny Beekman, Bethany Thackston, Kamryn 

Sparks,  Morgan Bennington 

BAPTISMS:  Jane Staker 

ANNIVERSARIES:   

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, August 17 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, August 31 at 10:00 a.m. Shane Tieman preaching 
 

Sunday, September 7 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Mike Hout preaching 
 

Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 28 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Denise King preaching 
 

Sunday, October 5 at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Janet Hatch preaching 
 

Sunday, October 11  at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. Honoring Our 1st Responders 
 

Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. Veterans Sunday 
 

Sunday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. St. John’s 150th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Potluck/carry-in dinner 

 

Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 
Followed by caroling 

 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
 

Back To School Sunday/ 
Prayer Buddies 

Sunday, August 24 
 

Honoring Our First Responder 
Sunday, October 12 

 
Honoring Our Veterans 

Sunday, November 2 
 

St. John’s 
150th Anniversary  

Celebration 
Sunday, November 9 

Potluck/carry-in dinner immediately following worship. 


