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August 3, 2025 
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 
Leader:  People of St. John, what is our purpose? 
All:    To live for the Lord who made us, to love as Jesus taught us, and  
 to serve where the Spirit leads us. 
 
 

Prelude 
 
 
+ Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Stand                                 The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of your Holy Spirit,that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C Amen 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand                                          Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

P Most merciful God, 
C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone.We have not loved you 
with our whole heart;we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen 
 
P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 
sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 
of Christ and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 
of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen 
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+ Entrance Hymn Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult      #494 

 
 
 
 
+ Apostolic Greeting 

 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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+ Kyrie  (Luke 17:13) 
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+Hymn of Praise Glory to God Luke 2:14, John 1:29 & Rev. 15:4 
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+ Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray. . .Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal 
of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive 
to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. .  Amen 

Children’s Sermon 
 Children will be dismissed to Children’s Church following the Children’s Sermon 
 
First Reading:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 

 

 12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to 
seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business that God has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that 
are done under the sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 
 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must 
leave it to my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? 
Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 
This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all 
the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has toiled with 
wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did 
not toil for it. This also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all 
the toil and strain with which they toil under the sun? 23 For all their days are full 
of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This 
also is vanity.  
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Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-11 
 

1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are 
above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is 
hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you 
also will be revealed with him in glory. 
  5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, 
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these 
the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways 
you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you must get 
rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from 
your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old 
self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is 
being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that 
renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but Christ is all and in all!  

 
 
 

+ Alleluia Verse  John 6:68 

 
 
 
+ The Gospel:  Luke 12:13-21 

 
 The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12th chapter. 

 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide 
the family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be 
a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 
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possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17 And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place 
to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will 
say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, 
drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is 
being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.”  
 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 
Sermon  Pastor Francis 

 
 
 
Silence For Reflection 
 
Hymn of the Day Be Thou My vision #756 
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+ THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 
P Let us pray. 
 
P In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole 

church and pray for the needs of the world.  
 

A brief silence. 
 

P Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an 
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is 
revealed to everyone. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value 

the earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on 
this planet. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of 

divisiveness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and 
establish equity and peace. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
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P Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, 
illness and grief, pain and fear (especially). Give strength to those who give 
care, and equip them with compassion as they make your love known. God of 
grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide 

the work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those 
whose work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of 
the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
P O Holy Spirit, We pray for our next pastor. We know not who you are making 

ready to come and be with us, but we ask that you speed our meeting with one 
another ,and that you make us ready to seek new adventures with a new 
shepherd at our side. Grant that we might make ready today to find the new 
tomorrow you desire for St. john Lutheran Church. Lord in Your Mercy,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. 

Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue 
our lives in the world. God of grace,  

C hear our prayer. 
P Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ. C Amen. 
 
 
 
+ The Peace [shared among the congregation] 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

 Peace be with you  R Peace be with you. 
 
 
 
Parish Announcements 
 
 
 
Offering 
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+ Offertory Let the Vineyards be Fruitful, Lord 
   1 Corinthians 10:16 & John 6:35 

 
 
+ The Prayer 

 
P Let us pray. Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

our selves , our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 
love. Receive them for the sake of him who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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+ The Great Thanksgiving 

 
P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ 
our Lord; who rose beyond the bounds of death and, [on this day,] as he 
had promised, poured out your Spirit of life and power upon the chosen 
disciples. At this the whole earth exults in boundless joy. And so, with the 
Church on earth and the host of heaven,  we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 
 
                         Isaiah 6:3 & Matthew 21:9 
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Matthew 26:26-28,  Luke 22:17-20 
Mark 14:22-24,  1Corinthians 11:23-26 

P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth.  
In mercy for our fallen world you gave your only Son,  
 that all those who believe in him  
 should not perish, but have eternal life.  
We give thanks to you  
 for the salvation you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ.  
Send now your Holy Spirit into our hearts,  
 that we may receive our Lord with a living faith  
 as he comes to us in his holy supper. 
 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P In the night in which he was betrayed,  
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  
 Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 
 
 
 
 
+The Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13 

 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name,  
  thy kingdom come,  
  thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
  forever and ever. Amen 
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John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
The Holy Communion 

 
As the ministers give the bread and wine, they say these words to each communicant: 
 
 The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you.  
The communicant may say: Amen  Music during the Communion: 
 

Stand 
 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
C Amen 
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+ Post-Communion Canticle Thank the Lord 

 
 
+ Post Communion Prayer       Romans 5:5 

 
P Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gifr of life; and we pray that 
in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift , in faith toward 
you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
C Amen 

 
 
 
+ The Benediction          Numbers 6:24-26 

 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
 +In the of the Father , and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen 
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+ Closing Hymn My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less #294 
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+ Dismissal 
P  Go in peace. 
Children Serve the Lord. 
C  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Postlude 
 

+Stand as you are able  
 

Reprinted from Lutheran Book of Worship, copyright  1978 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #8747-L 

 
 

SERVING TODAY 
 

Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Worship Assistant Vivian Riffel 
Lay Reader James Hayman 
Prayer Leader  
Greeter  
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 

 

WELCOME TO ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH. We are pleased you are 
here. If you are visiting with us this morning, please sign our guest book 
in the entrance area. We hope you will join us again very soon. 

 

THIS MORNING WE CELEBRATE HOLY COMMUNION.  St John 
observes open communion.  Christians of all Churches and all 
denominations are invited and encouraged to join us at our Lord's table.  
You may drink from either the Common Cup or individual cups. Grape 
juice is offered as an alternative for those who wish it. Young children 
who have not yet gone through Preparation for Communion may be 
brought forward for a blessing. 

These are the words of Martin Luther from The Small Catechism. 

The benefits of this sacrament are pointed out by the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. The words assure us that in the 
sacrament we receive forgiveness of sins, life and salvation. For where 
there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation. 

It is not eating and drinking that does this, but the words, given and shed 
for you for the remission of sins. These words, along with eating and 
drinking, are the main thing in the sacrament.  And whoever believes 
these words has exactly what they say, forgiveness of sins. 
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LET US PRAY FOR:  Dale Ramey, Emily Smith, Peggy Butler, Roberta 
Sommer, Rosemarie Becker, Patricia Cavendish, Jim Skipworth, Galen 
Gleim, Paul Means, Grace Mootz, Marcella Mootz, Barb Coakley, Kay 
Staker, Kimberly Tolliver, Barbara Redmond, Brian & Carol Hicks, Tim 
Coldiron, Danica Clarkson, Bill Murphy, Frank Dodd, Michael Copeland, 
Linda Martin, Jane Bussler, Rena McIntyre, Bill Culver, The Congregation 
of the Mountain Church in Asmushausen, Germany, the members of our 
armed forces, and those we hold privately in our hearts 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR the Call Committee and Church Council as we search 

for  a new pastor. May God bless and guide them in this journey. 
 

 
 
 

This Week at St. John 
 
Today—Eighth Sunday after  Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship—Holy Communion 
 
Next Sunday—Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 10:00 a.m. Worship 

 
 

Attendance 
2025 Average 65 
2024 Average: 64 

 
 

Serving Next Sunday, August 8 
Organist Leigh Ann Henry 
Lay Reader  
Prayer Leader James Hayman 
Greeter Wendy Queen 
Altar Committee Cindy Oakes, Debbie Clevenger 
Council President Rick Williams 

 
 

CELEBRATING THIS WEEK 
BIRTHDAYS: Addison Mullins, Vicki Nye-Titus, Andy Riehl 

BAPTISMS:  Donita Eskridge, Joanne Oakes, Scarlett Wilson, Sienna Wilson 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Rick & Nancy Williams 

IF WE MISSED ANYONE please let Vicki Bradley know so we can add you 
to the list. 
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Coming Events 
 

Sunday, August 17 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, September 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 11  at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, October 12 at 10:00 a.m. Honoring Our 1st Responders 
 

Sunday, November 16 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Sunday, November 2 at 10:00 a.m. Veterans Sunday 
 

Sunday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. St. John’s 150th Anniversary Celebration 
Sunday, November 9 at 11:00 a.m. Potluck/carry-in dinner 

 

Sunday, December 14 at 11:00 a.m. Annual Christmas Dinner 
Followed by caroling 

 

Sunday, December 21 at 10:00 a.m. Children Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21 at 11:00 a.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 
 

Honoring Our 80 Plus 
Today, Sunday, July 27 

Potluck/carry-in dinner following worship. 
 

Back Pack Sunday/ 
Prayer Buddies 

Sunday, August 24 


